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| TO THE : | 
RIGHT WORSHIPFVLE 


And worthy Knight S', Simon Archer, 


andto the vertuous Lady, the Lady June 
Archer his wife : I. L. wiſheth the moſt de» - 
ſuable welfare of both worlds. 
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©Y theſe Papers which now 1 
| fendyou, your ſuſpenſive: 
thoughts of my ſilence: 
wherein I conceive your 
charity would not bee: 
forward to condemne me: 
—_ EL ofneglet) may receive ſa>- 
tisfaRtion and aſſurance, that! have neither for-- 
porten, how much your goodneſſe hathengaged 
metoyou and yours, hor am: willingto preter- 
mit any fic oppotrunity, which may repreſent 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, = 


me as pratefyll to my friends, as they are grae 


cious to me, They had fooner appeared in 


your ſight, if dutic to thepublike had notanci- 
Geebl 
-- ſervice. 
And: yet they are now fo much more ſea- 
{ſonable, as time hath the more reduced you, 
to that diſpaſonate temper, wherein you 
were, before your hopefull Sonne, had" made 
bis happy change from Eanh to Heaven, 
' And ſurely a departure hence ro fuch a blef- 
ſed place, muft ncedes be then meſt happy, 
when remaining here (as nowifeyer) is moſt 
perilous. 
I ſhall not need then (1 hope) for ſup- 
_ partof your patience to prefle upon you (im 
\H.lrewn Particular) the conſideration eicher of his 
women Me- high advancement, above the ſtate of Morta- 
— litie and miſery, or of GOD 5 peculiar right, 
mortales, per tO doe With bis owne as hce wilt” Matthew 20, 
n+ aro tf. Or mans common lor, which is alwaycs 
"Trnotiz 40 be fo ſubject unto death, that the * word 
Deut.2.34- inthe Hebrew(which in Engliſh is rendred men, 
& torn Dewrr.2424. with the various ſituation of two 
cum,Tom. 1. little prickes ) ſignificth as (ſome obſerve ) 


1206.00, Oath mortall or hable to deuk,'apd dead 
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my time arid endeavours for another” _ 
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indeed, TT abwk FT geagall ac 
tion of all man-kinde, i ir is/;held by. the 
an Argument of * inepotence or --—. »»  00Y 
£0 expctt a particular exception of tbemſelyes on ,*7"r6e impo- 
sbeirs, © 
Nor becauſe bis death was (in reſpe& of | + gs 
the ordinary courſe of. mans life) unexpea- PR £ 
cd or ſodaine, wilkit be requiſite tvcommend »dew firem 


to. your {criaus. weditarion , the fa ying of pores 


© Lattantins , cenſuring the folly of thoſe, who [+ poni,velie, 
complaine of deaths immaturity, or the opinion 750: <con- 
of * Pliny, That ſodaine death is the greateſt bappi- yh. 24. 
neſs that can befall may. + ._ * Stultiſſines 

It will bee enough, if with the piety and". ms 
prudence, { wherewith you were wonttoread' 174 querm- 
ſuch ſerious and ſad diſcourſes). you pleaſe rg Lpfoi 
entertain this,whichl here preſentto your atten-' 
tive peruſall, And akhoughi bethus nowpro- 4 Ph Ne 
poſed tocommon view, .it is yours, by peculiar 53. 
inteceſt, andthattwo-fold. 

The one Natural in his name, and by his 
occalion, who. (in part) by Natwre once was 
youre, but now. by grace and glory is wholly 


—_ Moral, as from my ſelfe, who 


have a power, and hold my (te obliged in 
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Teiftice to doe you tighr herein, and in Gratirnde 
ro give ſome publike Teſtimony '( in this kind): 
| how much { am, and deſue to remaine upon | 
record Nt aus? & -ilts 
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From my tes Biſhops 
head in Payls-Church-yard, 
. May 10. 1643. * 


la moſt faithfull and 

affeRionate endeayours | 

your devoted Servant,. 
lobs Ley. 
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T is ordered this nine and twentieth day of Aprid, 
1643.by the Committe of theHoule of Commons un: 
Parliament concerning Printing, that this Funerall Ser- 8 
ton upon 1aw.4.tz. be printed by Chriſtopher Meredith:. 
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His mind wes 4 Reg 
Of Graces, not comp! 
He chang 4 no Vertwe,by the change of Aire, 
Nor was he teſſe 
Rome might ſc 
But not imprint deformity with : 

His Soule in Penitence was cins't betimes, 

Not in Arrerageof-ſome former Crimes, 

And we may gneſ[e, by +his ancalmed State, 
Death came not for to puniſh,but Tranſlate; 
Father fretch his Armes, 

To ridde his Babe from neere approaching Harmes, 


So dbth thete 


On the Death of the Worthy Gent: 
F to attend upon thes ſable Herſe 
Griefe cold break forth the languare of x 
Or that ought myghs be ſpoke, ſave ftehes. and teivres, 
(Which this hath taught us mere then publi 
Sorrow ſhould learne ts number words and try 
T he meaſur d ſmoot hpeſſe'of an Elegie » 

But Im'e a naturall mourner, and c 

InGriefe.no method, without 

. My Quill is drencht in Teares, Tet (þ 
By Parts relate, and ſhew hes full blowne youth, 
Whoſe Life mas plucks, like rhe more forward Roſe; 
Cauſe in it Rareneſſe 
Hws Autumne Vertues 
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and Perfection grewes : 
ſhe in the Spring 
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1an Shore, 


fe, becauſe leſſe Faire, 


[ome beaxty fron his ckinme, 


obs Archer Bl 
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yerſe 
he feares) 


. Of Dayes, And Harveſt did his greewe Teares bring © 
y fore and upright wr-4 hi hallowed breft, ? 
As ſinne was 108 an znmate, Ill,no Gueſt : 

Hu Paſirons were his Livery, and All 
Themſelves bus Servants, uot his Maſters cafl, 
As Nature gave them to him, ſo did he 
By Reaſon keepe them under Lock, and 
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afines i110 it's home, aud wakes is know, +... .- 
on es with him,not in the ſtreet below, 
Man's but a wandrinz Child, a Plan! whoſe ro 
Is rais d to Hearuen,and ft;ll wnift wpmrards ſhaot \, - 
His Head unitke to Earthly.Grafes, not found 
or cheriſbt in the boſome of the Ground : 
If then our Friend,or Father ſnatch th: Clay \ 
Whereinlike Babes we inſecurely. Play, 
And pull us fromthe ſtorms which Clouds 
Shall we not kiſſe that hand, and thinke that Friend? 
'Tis true, if by Arithmetick we count 
Thy Glaſſe b ren ( Deare Str ) many ſar mount. 
Thy Teares, finne longer, but wee'I to thy Prasfe. - 
Recount thy Acts, whileſt others count their dayes,. 
And let men know, thy Talents waxed great 
Before they under ftood of the Receit, 
Whileſt ſome,oth' narrow paſſage caſt their Eyes, 
Thou rannſt before,and ſo obtaind'(t the Prize. 
Hale then ( Rare Friend! ) and give #s leave a while 
To part from Thee, and view thy Funerall Pile, 
Let us entombe thy Reliques, and Swruay 
What things they are; which thou haſt flung away: 
Sure knowng theſe unmeete to Grace a Crowne, 
Thos, with Eliſha, throwes thy mantle downe, 
As proving t0 us, that it # unfit, 
That we to Heaven.ſhould Earthly things commit. 
What matter iſt if this diſconloured Clay 
Be ſtreakt with ſpotts and Periſh in one day ? 
The ſpeckled Panther has his breath perfum'd, 
Hu Entrailes ſweet Jis skinne.is only doom'd. 
The outſide of our Houſe Durt may pollute, 
The inſides cleave, and purchaſeth repute. 
Thenlet us judge thy Earthly parts to be, 
The Emblems of a bleſt Hypocriſy. 


W. Ley, Tohanne Filiae. 


© <> _— YO OY, ITT Son 4 
clit... " "". . -—" 
bs o x” MES 
o »F jp p*, H 
—_— 


| 
j 
| 


ano A > > a 
- "4. f 


M 0 N. L T Oo R 
MOR TALITIE-. 


In two Sermons : W 


Jan 35 4414 
—Whe ig be ? It. is even A hat 
aher gpanb or 


atinle rn, #nd then 


T was the fault of our firſt Ex TY 
te'.defire a. Divinity of know- 


ledge) and. their: polterity 1 ( for | the 
prrvhine UTE Re 
-themirivesy. with 


preſent world fuck-kave need egibe poor Fey 
ſion of St. Jer, ep  — 

them know not,.. 

anſwer for theay 


4 
itfyou ako 


heweck yoÞs 


*% 


——k—_— _S. 


—— 


" A Monitor of Mortality, 


ther the appcarance ofa thing, then any ſolid reality, and that 
not a permanent,but a paſſantappearance,cven as a vapour which 
areth for a little time, and then vaniſperh away. 

Firſt of the Queſtion. l 

<»Ff hat is your life ? Which is very conſiderable both in re- 
ſpe& of the forme and of the matter of it, I forget not how 
Phyloſophicall 1Heroalds affigne them their places, giving the 
precedence to matter ( by order of nature) but that mult be 
taken in a right degree of Compariſon, matching the next 
matter and forme together, for ſo the forme. is educed out 
of the power of the matter, and by conſequence commeth af- 
ter it; but a generall and remote forme ( as this frame of 
words, 4s they are imterrogative) is before the particular 
matter, the life of man enquired of in it, Firſt then of the 
words, as they are formally a Queſtion not of any trifling or 
ſmall matter, but of.a martcr of great moment and imper- 
tance. 

For the former, we find it frequent and familiar in the 
Scripture , to miniſter inſtruion, by way of interrogation 
or queſtion : as in that excellent Sermon of our Saviour upon- 
the Mount (whcreof $. CMarthew maketh repetition in. the 
fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh Chapters of his Gofpell) teaching 
Chriſtians what cenfidence they ought to have 1n_ his pro- 
vidence, hce demandeth, 1s not the lifs more then meat, 
the body then raiment ? Math, 6,25, Behold the fouler of 
the aire, for they ſow not, neither doe they reape, wor gather into 
barnes, yet your heavenly Father feedeth them ; Are yow not much 
better then they? ver,26. Which of you (by taking thought ) can 
adde one Cubite to bu ſtature, ver 27, If God cloath the grafſe 
. of the field ( which to day 14 and to merrow # caſt into the 
Oven ) ſhall hee not much more cloath you ? ver, 30. and (to 
the fame putpoſe) is the 9** Chapter. har mai is there of you, 
; Who if bx Sonne acke bread Will give bim a lone ? and if be acke 
, Fiſh will give him a Serpent ? vcr,1e; I give you theſe few in- 
_ or many ; and I ſhall give you two reaſons for 


K The one isto ſtirre-b your attention toa due confideration 
of that which is put to the Queſtion: for there is an Emphaſis 
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In two Sermons. 


in ſach a form cf words; mere then in a plain Propofition whe- 
ther affirmative or negative. | 

The other is this, if the party (to whom the Queſtion is pro- 

ſed) beable to make anſwer to it, it puts him to bethinke 

imſclfe of it, and to like it the better (when he hath made it) 
not only, becauſe it is (as he conceiveth it) truc,but becauſe(as 
he =" it) . 13 his _ —_ 

We ihall not doe any thing ceming the gravity and 
ſadnefle of this Aſſembly, if we bring w—_ the Eſer x. Hm 
toa uſe of InſtruRion of little children (by way of queſtion 
and an anſwer) commonly called by the name of Catcchiling : 
and that, according to the originall Text, Gal. 6.6. which 
exactly rendered runneth thus, Les his that ts * (atechiſed,comp- 
awnicate to bim that 4 C atechiſeth him in all good things, This ex- 
erciſe ( where it hath been conſcjonably and conſtantly prati- 
ſed) hath made ſuch little ones, ſo great Proficients in the 
knowledge of Religion, that therein their gray-headed grand- 
fathers have been but children unto them, and were it more in 
-uſe, both privately and publikely, we ſheuld find more fruit 
of gur pnblike labours, then now we doe, for the heads of Ca- 
techiſine (as they are called) would make a body of Divinity, 
by which as by a patterne of wholeſome words, 1 Tim.6.3. 
the ordinary hearcr might be the better 1nabled, to make try- 
all of his teacher, and might be fo firmely cſtabliſhed As! a 
faith, that he fhonld not be like thoſe childees, of whom the 
Apoſtle faith, Tay aretoſſedtoo and fro and carried about with 
every winde of D oftrine, by the ſleight of men and cunning crafti 
xeſſe, __ they lye in wait, to deceive, Ephel, 4, 14. They 
would be a [tecke of holy treaſure, wherby they might be rea- 
dily farniſhed for religious diſcourſe, upon good occaſion, and 
in fit company : (for all ſeaſons and ſocieties are not conveni- 
ent for it,) andthe y—— of the younger ſort (before 
theancient) would be a good meanes to teach them thats 


which they are aſhamed otherwiſe to learne, though any way 
of learning, were better then ſuch ignorance, as 1s in them, 
who ( out ofa thonſand Sermons) cannot repeat ſo much, as 
is contracted and brought in alittle Catechiſme, and - 
the reaſon may be, becauſe w 1 is committed to — 
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the Epiſt: De. 
dicar: before 
his firſt pare of 
the Antipath; 
Of the Prelacy, 


Ep. pag.1 3, 


Diſciples, is but as lent money, which mult be repayed, or re» 
turncd againe, when they are queſtioned about it, whereas 
what is delivered in a Sermon, is taken for the moſt part, and 
by the moſt as freeegift for which the receivers are not tobe 
called toany accompt, and of which no paiment is expeed 
from them, | , | 
Have we not then juſt ground of complaint, againſt ſuch, 
as have brought ſo profitable a practiſe ( wereby our people 
might be ſoundly grounded, in facred knowledge ) not only 
out of uſe, but out of credit toogfo as if it wore lome baſe ang 
beggerly rudiment, and conld not ( without indignity to the 
difcipline of the Goſpell ) be continued? The cauſe of this 
diſlike and diſdaine ( befidrs the inconlideration and neg- 
ligence of many ) hath beenc an @ver- bigh eſtimation of ut 1n 
ſome, who have {ct it up above the preaching ofthe Word, 
and that {o farre, as for it to put downe the afternoons Scr- 
mon, and ſame (to cry 'quittanee with ſuch contempt}-would 
excummunicate Catechiling out of the Church, and yet both 
pretend the cdification or building up of the people in Reli 
gian ; ſtrange þuilders they be, (douviledl;,) who citherr 
the foundation of Catechiticall grounds, or admitting ofche 
ground-worke .permit not the ſuper-(tructure of preaching 
to be placed upon it, but finee authority hath reſtored the Sab- 
bath to its right of a double ſervice, from the Pulpit ( fo.that 
the ſacred fceds-men arc allowed ( according to Solomons 
counſell) In the morning to ſoW their ſeed, and in the evening nes 
zo let their handref, becauſe they know not Whether ſaall proſper 
thu or that, or whether they both ſhall be alike good, Eceleſ. 
11.6, It were to be wiſhed, that the other ſervice were re- 
ſumed to ordinary praiſe, and if any have fo far Idolized it, 
as, (ina blinde zcale unto it) toblaſpheme preaching, * ſayin 
that expounaing of the ( atechu/me is 4s bad as preaching, we "F 
not ( for all that ) revenge the wrong done to it, ypon that cx- 
erciſe which is of ſo good uſe to edification,as hath been ſhow» 
ed, but as we keep up the reputation (both of prayer and prea- 
ching ) though ſome have ericd np the one, to put downethe 
other, fo ſhould we uphold the pratice of preaching, and ca- 
techifing, as uſcful aſſiſtants the oac to the other, both being 
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ardered ( fs as in pious diſcretion they to be) ſo.as gay 

walk pracyoee 050 glory Lage, and on of fouls, 20d 

with this we may well conclude the forme of this io9,and. 

fo preceed to a canfideration of the matter of it, aud of that firſt 

in Generall,then in Particular, | Ix Sacks 
The latter will ily fall into the handling of the apſywer ; (ta 

which I will reſerve it) and for the Former, it may miniſter yn» 

to us an Obſcrvation, for the movin; of grave ard ſerious que» 

ſions, ſach were thoſe of our Saviour before cited, gut of bis 

Sermon in the Mount, to which we will addeanetber of bis, 

of a matter of more weight and moment thea'the whole 


world : It is that jo the26+b. of Aſar.26,. het is 4 was prov mark g.16 


fired, if be ſhall gaive the mbale World avd looſe his otone ſoute ? or 
What ſhall a mas give is exchange for his ſaw/e? which imparteth, 
that if there be fach a bargainc made, that a man might 
have the whole world for the talc of his ſoule, hehoyld (far 
all that ) be alogfer by it ; for he might (natwix ing.) 
hee a bankrupt, a beggar, begging ( n-yaine) thoug 
a drop of cold water, to coole his congue, £#k.16.,24. for 
prevention of which loſe and diſtreſſe, the Apoſtle multipliey 
many matcriall queſtions, (( in Fmphaticallmaner) COnGery 
ning the, meancy, viz. an utter 6ſtrangemeng from comme 
hint bebngheeteſe wet eniehreyiaſet hs 
w/bs righteonſne [ſe with wnrighteau/ne Commits 
win bach light with darkneſſe, what concerd hath Chriſt with Bee 
lial, what part hath he that beleeverh with. the Infidell  aCar.b, 
14,15. on 
In ſach Queſtions as theſe is alwayes ſomewhat pr 
poſed, expreſied, or prepared, whereby the hearer may ſeep” 
tered fince they arc good ro the wſe of edifying, Ephcl.4-29, 
and (\that they may beſo tous) we will now, cake ſome: apy 
plication of them, and therein we ſhall firſt adgreſe 4 i 
—_— and admonition for materiall and profitable. inqui, 
rics, and then a reproofe to vaine curious and wicked Que- 


TFerche ft i ill be matter of great advantage, for 
, It will be mattero va a 
PYaen- mo to our Land of be ah have Bar nt 
catalogue of fach Queitions, os I conduce to quicken, 
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* Sbeoj. 


me 23 my rightcycor right hand? to the laying downe of — 
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or conſideration and care both of our preſent and future ſtate, 
and by them (crcry day ) to catechilſe our ſclyes in ſome ſuch 
manner as this. 

What is my Conſtitution ? whence mine Originall > whi- 
ther ( by diflolution ) ſhall I be drawne or driven? am I not 
compoſed of a mortall body, and of an immortall ſoule ? was 
not that (at the firſt) from the duſt? and ſhall it not 
at laſt be reſolved into duſt againe ? and my foule immediately 
derived from God, infuſed by creation, and created by infulion 
into my body ? and of much more value not only then it, but 
then the whole world befides ? what is it that nniteth them 


- together, is it not thebreath of life ? and what is that cither 


breath or life? is it any better then a quick vaniſhing vapour, 
at leaſt vaniſhable, every moment ? And when it is vanithed, 
and my foule ſeperated from my body, whither gocth it, what 
becometh of it? is it not put into aſtate ( whether of woe or 
welfare ) immutable ? and the lot of an happy or unhappy 
change, anſwcrable tothe choice of an holy or unholy courſe? 
Andthough by death my body be not only vile and lothſome 
( both to ſight and ſent ) but farre aſunder. from my ſoule, 
whether it be'in Heaven or Hell, ( for though Hell and the 
grave have both one * Name, the regions of darknefſe and of 
the firſt and ſecond death are at a very great diſtance) will it 
not become by concomitanee perpetuall partaker of the fame 
condition with "uy ſoule, whether it be carried by the Angells 
into Abrahems boſome; or hurried by the Devils into the infer- 
nall pit. 
-" Thence will fitly follow the queſtion of the converted Kee- 
per ofthe Priſon (1 ſay keeper of the prifon rather then of the 
ifoners, for they were miraculouſly enlarged, their bands 
ooſed, the doores opencd by God for their deliverance ( At, 
16.33.) What mu#t I doe to be ſaved? and muſt not(as he was 
preſently taught ) be ſaved by my Faith ? by Faith in the pre- 
tious blood of the Sonne of God ? And doth not that Faith 
engage me, tolove him aboye all cither things or perſons, and 
that love oblige me, to keepe his Commandements ? even to 
the deniall of my defires, and delights, were they as deare unto 
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life for him, as he did for me, and the renouncing of my nea- 
. reſt friends, * when they ſhew them(ſclves to me moſt affe- * Licer parvu. 
Rionately friendly ? to take up his Crofſe, though I ſhould {*- ex c0/40 pen- 44 
be ſure to ſinke under it, as low as the grave? and 1s it not my © "p95. (icet I. 
duty and his dac ( kaving ſaved me from death ) by dying for & 4 _ 
ine,that ] ſhould ſerve him in holinefe and rightcouſnef(: all the iba ) ube's | 
daycs of my lifc?  ( quibuatenu- | 

And ( beſides my daily devotion to him) doe I not owe 77079) meter ! 
him, the ſolemne ſervice of a weekely Sabbath, in his San- "_—_ m p; 
Ruary? and when I come to the place where his honour ,, Janes, pare ; 
dweclleth, ſhould I honour him as hypocrites doe with my calcatum perge 
lipps, and keepe my heart farre from him ? doth not he know Patren, fccis 
the ſecrets of my ſoule, better then any one knowerh, cither 773% <4 vex 
my body or my raiment which is inſight? and dath he _ — 
not hate hypocriticall cyc-ſervice as a mecre mocking of him 44 Heliadora, 
to his face? And ſhould not I make his Sabbath, fuch ade- Tom.z p,z, 
light unto my ſoule as not onely not to be weary of well- | 
doing, in the dutics of the day, but to long for the returne 
of it, in the revolution of the wecke ? 1s not; his word more 
pretious then thouſands of gold and filver, in taſt more 'd&- 1 
licious then the hony and the bony combe ? and are not the | 
daintics of his Table, his fleh for meate, his bloud for drinke, 
a = _— and _ ( Log _ fa- 
ti then all the variety of Yicelime his t oh > ; 
ſhed with no fewer then * gooe, diſhes at a Mes Vie 

And aftcr theſe Quarics of Picty, that we may without ; 

halting, and with uprightnefſe and integrity, walke in the du- 
tics of both Tables, it will be requiſite, that (for the praQtife of 
Janne and Charity ) we poſe ourſelves with ſuch inquirics as 
thetc, | 

Ought I not to.dee wnte all men 41 I wenld have all men doe wn 14 (h.7.12- 
to me ? And is not this the ſwmme of rhe law and the Prophets ? | 
Math.7.12. would not I be pitticd, comforted and fuccourcd, 4} 
werel in any diftrefſe of mind, of body or eſtate > Would 1 
not ( if I had offended another) rather have the wreng remit- 
ted, then purſued to revenge ? And (if another had offerided 
me) would I not wiſh that he ſhould offer bimſclfe to. recon» 
ciliation with me? Would 1 bc fpoyled or defrauded ee 
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A- Monirer "of Mortality, 
Dee? reviled to my face, reproached , or ra{hly cenſured 
ind my backe ? Such Queſtions as theſe ( taken firſt and 
laſt, like a phyſicall receipt for the ſoule, to which you 
adde more of your ſelyes, and ſome more pertinent to your 
owne particular condition ) if by ſerious confideration put 
cloſe to our conſeicnces, and prefſ:d heme to a full reſolution 
and conclufion, would make us better Chriſtians in the 
Church, better SabjeRs of the King and State, better neigh- 
bours in City and Country, better members of the family (un- 
der any 'of the occonomicall Relations, of busbands, wives, 
parents, children, maſters ot ſervatits, hoſts or gueſts) then 
commonly are to be found inthe focietics of men, To rhefe 
direions morall 'reaſon (giveth her conſent and. ſufragr, as 
#*:5i ber dnore.. WE 22y Obſeree inthe ſaying of Cirmro 'to* Nevins, If them 
cun verbaropy. #adf par tha fourt Dneſfiowto thy ſelf, whurdee I? or what 'am 
tafſs quidegpe! ' I about to doe ? thy coricupiſcence and covetouſneſſe, hal 
oo oo 0g Fg poſt-haſte, 'ro the prejudice of another mans 
wx bd rrngs Ht 
pas D_— ow fromour dircRion (in putting interrogatorics toour 
Quinzio, © elves): we'muſt turne te/correftion, and reproofe of thoſ, 
-who ether muke” nv exguitierat all, or make them amiſſe, not 
things materiall and uſtfull ; for the farmer ſor: there are divers 
who conſtantly forbeare, that which the Apoſtle (bur in ſome 
. -caſcs) forbids, that is, king of Aueftions conſcience ſake, 
x Cor, 10.23, newer rommunng with rbeir owne' hearts, as 
-Pſalmiſt comelleth, P ſal. 4.4. nor examining them/clves, as 
the Apoſtle preſcribeth, 2 Cor.13.5, they will have the more 
to anſwer for one day, and theleſſe to anſwer for themſclves, 
whentheir owneconſeicnces,” which by their ſenſuality, and 
Satans ſubtilty arc laid a flceepe, ſhall bg awakened, to wit- 
ack againſt them at Gods Tribanall , where when they 
ſballbe particularly queſtioned, as Cir was, Geng. 6,7, 9. 
They will not be able to anſwer one of a thouſand, Fob 
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wy lonifts Seorchefieſ fore, 'they arc fach as are 

inquiſitive intefuch matters as moſt — | 
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burthetnſclves little or not at all, a ſpice of this inquifitive- 


neſſ: appeared in Peter, John 21. when he put- the queſtion 
( concerning the beloved Diſciple) what ſhall rhis man doe ? 


yer.21;, To which he received a round reply (by way of re- . 


proofe) If 7 will that he tarry till I come, what © that to thee ? 
follow thow me, ver, 22. In this fault Peter hath many follow- 
ers; for what onc of the worthick of the ancient Fathers com - 
plained of ( in his time) is a part of many mens praRice in e- 
very age. * T here are 4 (ort of men, faith he, who are curious in 
their 


* Curioſum ge- 


iry into other mens lives, and careleſſe in correftson of nu ad cogne/- 


their owne ; and I would to God there were not many ſach al- 
moſt in every place. | 
The ſecond fort are ſuch as the Apoſtle takes notice of, and 
gives warning to beware of them, and their queſtions, calling 
them fooliſh and unicarned queſtions, Tit, 3.9, 2 Tim. 24237 
though there be ſame who pretend ( if not to a Monopoly, 
yet) to a Prelation of learning and (in oftentation of it )ſhew 
themſclves (ſuch as Sraplezon called Bodin) « great triflers;ſuch 
are many of the Schoole-men, who in their diſputes, when 
they ſhould ſoberly propoſe, and diſcuſſe materiall and'profitas 
ble Problems in Divinity,moveand ſolve many very fooliſh, 
and ſome very ridiculous queſtions, whereof I could give you 
a Catalogue, but that you would looke upon it, as a hilt of too 
light « colour, for the funerall habit I now weare.” Luther 
(in deteſtation of their vaine jangling, and doting about que- 
jons, as S. Paw phraſcth it, 1 7im.6,4.) with ſome tranſs 
portation of ſpirit (after his manner) uſed an immoderate 
Meioſsr of them, which was this, * 7had almoſt ſworne ( ſaid 
he) that there 14 wot one Schoole- Divine, eiecially a Lipfian, 
who under ſtands one Chapter of the Goſpell, or of the Bible, and 
if bus paſſion and oppoſition in Religion, made him an incom+ 
petent Judge of their ditats, you may abate ( in your belict 
as much as yuu plcaſe of the ſeverity of his cenſure, yet thoſe 
that reade his workes, and the chicfe Do&ors of their Schaolk- 
Divinity, may find cauſe perhaps to conſent with Eraſmx (a 
man of a calmer ſpirit, and acknowledged by two Popes, A> 
&drian the 6** and Leothe 10th )for a Son of the Rowan Chureh, 
4 whoprofcſſcd that himſelf __ more, by one little page 
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A Monitor of Maovrality, 
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a» Infidelh, 3 Tims 8, Yethe provides ilifor bis Route, wie 


{ of Lavhers writings, then by all the Schoolt-dedtrine of hqwi- 


| #&, whoni Papiſis adrhire, if net adore, as an Angelitall 
Dot 


or. 
The third fort are fuch as make prefumptuoas inquirics inte, 
and cncroachments apon divine Countels , prying ifhts the 
Arke vf Gods privacy, with ſuch a buſic and curious inquili- 
tivencſſe, as if they would with a piek-locke rific the Cabinet 
of his moſt referred ſecrets, and breake open cyety Sealo, to 
God etit that, which he would have concealed from all cyes. 
This is a branch of that pernitious curiefity vf our firft Parems, 
Wheteto they were tempted by the Devill, 40d which firit 
thruſt them upon abreach of Gods prohibition of the tree of 
Knowledge, and afterwards, thinft thein out of Paradice, and 
& from the fruition of 411 other fruits, wherewith it was var 
oufly and abundantly filtnifhed ; arid hence allo (for farisfacti- 
onto over-curious Inquiſitours) are thoſe audacious determi« 
nati6ris, concerning tnens lives andl fortanos, by the caleulati- 
on ind taſting of natirities, and it was doubclefſe from the: 
' Devill that Sa#/ conſulted with rhe devil by che witch of #*« 
dor,x Sam. 28.8, * 
To theſe mptions, queſtions muſt be ſorted, fuch as 
thet which ( foie fay ) was propoſed to $, Ang»fime, vis 


The fourth ſort of offenſive and faulty Cn, Kaetheſ 
ith in God, per- 


d diſtiint | im foal w nds, wed 
peter traſt fully demanding 


and that ſo farte, that he that ſleights his part in obedicaer'ts 
God, ferfcits Gods part of beneficente to himfele, awd ts 
fe Apetit Herkir prendlrher for i) owes; wpetey 
.© el wor 4 owe, #; | 

thoſe of bis'owne bonſe, he hhth wienyed be Fairh, par pew wt 


makes k mixture of dxlegence mal difiedence im provifer for 
the body. 
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The left and work ſort arc thoſc and Athciſti- 
call queſtioniſts, who in a deriding manner woah Where = the 
promiſe of his comming ? 2 Pet. 3.4. but cſpecially ſuch an one, 
who azked of a Chriſtian in foorne of Chrik q 1 ha it the ("aps 4 Theod,l.3.6,. 
powrers Sonne doing to day ? who returned him an \mfwer,' as 
_ 23 the queſtion was wicked, He is making 4 (* Bhd Sorom bees , 

the funerall of Julian, and his anſwer praved a mg - 

> for (within a very little while after) he was marked Ou? {Parzus er Cor- 
for the Coffin by an Arrow from Heaven, which he Fey ind nel. 4lop. in 
to be ſhot by Chriſt himſelfe, whom he tooke for bi Mat 6,13-v.55 
teen, and coofet he was orercoms and conquered by | 


aptarn doin, nowthe Anſwer, It is even 44s © tbl 
powr, &c+ And this is a kind of definition of it,but "rather Rhe- 0 
torieall, then 2 Phyl , rather Met then 
proper ; There ig much among the Philoſophers aphere ( cipo- | 
dially betwixe Carden and Scahiger ) how to define it, this va- ; 
pour (a3the Apoſtle cals it) may be vaniſhed away, before oy 
5 man can relate and poyſe the fererall opinions roar per it, and 
reſolve which hath moſt right to par nerd 
e-thy yo t it may ſuffice, which is oi 

is 
Liſ is the AP and Figour of the ſonle, and of it's Or 
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A Monitor of Mortality, 


ther your worke norours.is done, when we have taught and 
you hayc heard, what you ought to know : for your know» 
ledge muſt proceed to praftiſe, and your praftiſe commonly 


. comes ſoflowly on, in what you know , that many times the 
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- notions which are: moſt familiar to your underſtandings are 
' the greateſt ſtrangers to your practiſe, to which there is more 


adoc to perſwade you, then toinſtrut you; and yet for mat- 
ter of inſtruRion, I doubt not, but we (hall tell you, ſome» 
what worth your notice, which moſt of you know not, or if 
I ſhouldbring you nd new thing forthe matter, I ſhould hope 
(though treating onthe old theame of death) to keepe life in 
your attentions : for ( as * Yinc, Lerenenſi+ noteth)the diffe- 
rence betwixt new for the matter and new for the manner, the 
latter may be. both prefitable and acceptable; without the for- 
mer, when known mattct is ſet forth, in a new mould or man- 
ner of handling, | 

And yct again I know not, why ordinary things (cſpeciall 
of necefſary uſc) ſhould looſe ; er acceptance,becaulc they _ 


uſuall : for what is more conſtant and continuall then the viciſ- . 


fitude or alternate courſe of day and night, of aRion and reſt, 
of refreſhing by dyct and ſleep? yet no man thinks they return 
too often, and to keep cloſe to our preſent Argument,it is both 
often obſcrved, and much commended in a great 4 King ( the 
father of a greatcr) that he was well-pleaſed every morning to 
heare. in the ſame words a CHMonitory of Meriality , for his 
readineſſc for death, which might cither ftcale-in, or ruſh-in 
upon him every moment, - And that a man may doc that wiſc- 
ly,.which he can doc but once, and which precludeth,. all re- 
traRation and remedy, if done amiſſe, a w/e-mans life hath 
becn defined ( by a principall * Philoſopher ) to be a meditati- 
ou of death, ifſo,it willbe no prejudice (I am ſure) to your 
ence, to attend with patience, while I deliver you, not 
in any very long ſpeech, ſome neceſfary notions of that, which 
after a ſhort appearance paſſcth away» 
The ſhortnefle of life ( Vapour-like ) hath varieus cxpreſ- 
fions in the Scripture, It is compared by David to 4 fading 
lower, Pfal.103.15...te 4 fleeting Padaw, Plal.144.4. and by 
, to the paſſage of 4 Meavers ſeutrle, Job 7.6, and here, 
. ( you 
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(yon ſec) to 4 vaniſeing vapowr, which we mult (for reaſons » 
cferre. 


Firſt to the prime and moſt predominant cauſe of all 
things. 
Secondly to inferiour and fecundary caufes ſubſervient to his 
purpofe,and providenee. FS dl 
For thefirſt, as God is the Authour and giver of life, Gen.2. 
. 15am,2.6. gives hethe meaſure of it in what proportion 
6 pleaſeth himſelfe, unto Merhuſe/ah he made a very large 
meaſure as taken out of the whole peece of ſecular duration, 
and to ſome he allowes but a ſnip of time, as:to:Davids Child 
who lived not to recciva the Scale of Circuntcifion (ct apon 
him, as under the Goſpell many by the Miniſtry of the Mid- 
wife arc borne once, but tarry not to be borne againe by our 
adminiſtration of the Sacrament of Bagniiins, Mpongh 1tre- 
quire no adjournement to the. 8th, day, as Circumciſion did, 
and of himſclfe, faich the Plalmiſt, 1how haſt feorexed wy dayes, 
P/al.89.45. even to the narrow meaſute of ant hend-breath, 
P/al.39.v,15-.a0d this he doth, by his Power as a Creator, 
and by his Qffice as a Judge, rewarding finne with death, 
009,623; 1: 4 3&0 vat | 
© a2 owes Gr ( befifen ſine, trig death. 
qvoking ice to haſten it ſinners: 
to Ss death. be fent 1n/baſt, as an arcane to a fealt, —_ 
Scrjeant to arreſt ) they are within us or without us. 
may us, Diſcaſcs and diſtempers in the humours and 
Paſſions, 3 4 id nolos 
Without us, Peiſenous Malignitics, wrathfull hoſtilities, and 
caſuall miſhaps. , 
The gate of life is but one, the poſterncy or trap-dores of 
death' are many, 1 may call them fo, for a man is taken (by 


- 
a 6” - 


25am.1:'(f18. 


death ) as by a trap, and that ſach aone as catcheth ſodainly, * que min: 


killeth certainely, and holdeth faſt what it taketh holdeef; _ 


le firme annos, 


' 2. Firſt for the cauſes within us, to begin with diſcaſes :. It 39%merborun, 
is above 2009, yeares agoe, that ( as * Eraſmw ſaid in his Chi- 
liads ) there have been reckoned up, 3 00..Names of them, and, 
there be many under one Name, many Namelcfle, whicb-poe: wn i 
the Phylutians, not only ww cure them, but apa wy 298. 
| C3 a 
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them, and then they give it their paſſe pnder the nagie of tho 
New diſcaſc,and paſie it will for they cannot ſtop it. 

Of thee though many fecd upon nature by degrees and ſome- 
times alſo without noyſe, as a moth catceth into a garment, 
ſame ſadaincly deſtroy it, as a fire doth a faggot of dried 
Thoraes, for divers dyc with very ſhort fickneff>, and fome 
withaut any fieknefle at al}, we have daily expericnce of various 
deſcants,made «(by death) upen this narrow ground of an hand+ 
bredth, as Dawsd meaſures the life of man, P/alm.z9.5, We 
{ae ſame growad with the Stone, forno ſmitten downe with 
the Epilepſy, —— un 
peSurc ) which ſecretly and inſtnfibly gar 40 an head, 
may breake in a moment, and ſtop the breath of mans boſome, 
ar ſtjific the ſpirits. of his braine, ſome blowne up with the 
Colick., or Hiaca peſſlo, ſome caten up by a ("onſhmption, ſome 
by. a multiplication of * Creeping rermino, and Omo drow+ 
ved with the Propfie, foms: with a Z-ewe And forme 
of them are ſuch Epidemicall malignitics, 'againſt the health 
aadiifeof man, that the Chambers of: death are onlarged; and 
great and wide caves to be digged(for mote rogtne) where the: 
dead are piled up(as Sempſon ſaid of the ſlaughtered PAihiftime Þ 

; keapes upon heapes, Jaap, 15.16. while faire and fpacieus 


3Qames, aboye ground are empty, for wapt of liv to 
lodgo in them ; ;yea ſuch doſblations hare cud gre 
mcti by devouring Peſtilence, ( as Flwoidider and many other 
Authours have left upon 'Record;) that the living have beenc 
ſcarcc left enough to bury the dead. te } 
-. 2, And for the ai&Fions ang paſſions ef the yy Pg 
ſeem of them arc no lefie deadly to ſome, then the difea«= 
of the ly, we will inftance i Love and tho contratics 
toit Hop Wrath,in and Fearg,in Sorrow and Joy. ' 


 « 2, For Love, we finds the'Cluch fick of Loys to { boifh, 


(ant.2.4, and we are ſure that Cheift dyed for Love of his: 
Church, Eph.5.25. and thas Lovo which is mocrely humane, 


hath ( all to many,. what David 
1s fore ov? for Lifom, Bying bs (the jengs 


| ofhis execfiive Love nnto him) Wewdd Gvd 7 had dyedfor therg 


3' Sam. 18,33, 10 the fame hare divers actually 4 
. m rem 


feives, fomerimes deadly adveinutes,' for theit friends, 
ſdinerimes IS iy rs 
duccd them, but mecre Love unto them, but it is more ordi« 
any foe mien, and women both t6 dye of tha ppeckſs ob this 


defet of ment, io Ammon ve 
GE Eres Se nt: 
carnall friend, but fpirituall caemy, had not ( for thereeovery 


of hisbody } adviſed the ruine of ns ſaule, 2 Samy, 012,3,4. 
And what was but fabled inthe 4 Poct of Jpiv, hying 4 Ovidin his 
hands on bimſelfe, (to the taking aw p hame-ver ; 09/4 ro Famess uy 
patience of his Love, hath been. oflen tragically aged, by ſelfe, for how 
divers, whote lore to others (for want 190 to Anas, 
afeRion from them, and of grace and reaſon} to rule it } hath Cum ſoribu 14. 
turncd to a deadly hate againſt themſelves. And where that 95 1eligarer 
affection is aufweree, it hath proved at deadly incxccfſe, as in panlenny 
defeR of fruition, cipecially when degenerated froin Love ©. py; rk Bree 
uſt, which is tov familiar n the famnihlarity oftlificrent thus, lib. 24. 
a is obſcrued by Philoſophers it: Birds, Beaſis and Men, for 
Birds they note in Sparrower, that they are very (here lived 
dy their frequent coition, cfperially the male _ F ea 

* they ſay corrmwobly liveth not above « yeare, | PlingHife nate 
Gaicteaſon, doc Mules ( which a. ent) lid. 10.cap.z6, 
much ortlive Aſs and Horſes, for they fornctimes lived to the 
«4 $0:%, year, but cheſc ſeſdome attained to halfe that ago, chic 
diary eakiny of ther lies {}boing 30, yeares, and what 
. cis this affeion workethin the fleſh, ( it &-toofleth- 

5) Solanen partly (heweth; Privy. ti, where be forewar- 6.ca 
neth the wamen, = Ty on of the ey = Many 
meancs, wher with a 
it brerdsad! ID death, more —_ 


Token a Roware Knight ) {back dying ch jokes vety, SEE 
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paire his health;and to haſten bis death. + 4 = 
- Envic is adiſcaſc in the inward parts, fretting afander the 
heart-ſtrings, and' cating into the very bones, Prev.14.30, 
which howunjuftly ſocyer ſet againſt anothers good, ( for the 
diſlike of that whether it be in deed or in appearance ſcts it on 
worke) hath inthis rcſpe& ſome affinity with juſtice, finecit 
+ ..Carpity, & Joyneth'the * puniſhment and finne together, for while an 
carpitur — envious _ o_ _—_— he us _ ws, and fo 
ſoppuuctumy ſu» is El is ſaying m Ju im to his hurt, £xvy ſlay- 
uneſt.Ov Mct - radar [457i 5 AGO 1 flag 

Of Anger-he giveth the ſame deadly ſentence, in the fame 
place, which is ſometimes executed on the ſodaine, not only 
by a tranſient violence upon another, but by an immanent ve- 

* Magiru3= hemence, upon the perſon of the Angry, as a * late learned Phi- 

gaialt 10m loſopher ſheweth, confuting the opinion of an antient and 

Phi.1e6.G1% famous Phyſitian, and wondring that he holdeth otherwile, 
and thereaſon he giveth of this deadlinefſc of Wrath, is becauſe 
(Gith he ) it forccth the vitall ſpirits out of the heart, without 
Which a man cannot live. 

Hope is another paſſion under which man is miany times 
paſſive, for. hope deferred makerh the heart ſick. ( faith Solomen, 
Prov.13.12.) and if utterly diſappointed, it turneth that 

. fickneſſo todeath, for as the Proverbe hath it, br for hope the 
(x bear Would breake, fo the hope being quite loſt, the heart is 
not likely long to hold out,eſpecially if the ebjeR ef hope were 

a matter of moment, - | TO 4 | 
Feare hath-likewiſe a deadly force upen feeble fpirits, 
6 ant WR ſome have dyed for feare they ſhowld dye, as a Gentleman at 
Mer ſuit - the fiedge of S.Paxl in Fraxce,*tcll downe ſtarke dead, in the 
morbues ſuum "breach without any ſtroake or touch, ſave what his heart gave 

noſſe Senec.de *Hjm;by'a fearfull a ſion of dangerneecre hand. 

. brevit,vite. 2. * 'For ſorrow,' how killing a paſhion that is, we may learne by 
26a = ; the plea of Judah with Foſeph, forthe reducing of his Brother 
rn PHEN®" Benjamin back to Jacob; It ſhall came to. paſſe ( faith he ) when 
Ceration. Ui 1. hee ſeeth that the Lads not Wuthms, that bee Will dye, and thy ſer- 
Set 14. p.158. wants ſhall bring the gray haires of we ſervant, oxr Father, With 
| ſorrow to the" grave, Gen.44-31.. which: though it uſually kill 
by degrees, inward gricfe wearing the heart as tcares on the 
Fx | c cs 
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cheekes without, yet ſometitnes it is fach as layeth'outrighe 
the ſodainc as * ſome have obſerved, and this a 
boly ſtory ; for that was it which ſmote old Elitothe widowme, tib. 
heart, DS Wn and —_—_ neck: - when's Ss 
Qory of: the Philiſtimes, againlt the Traclies ) bee fell bark —__—— 
ward and broke bu neck,, upon the mention of the taking of the 
Arke, which is particularly noted in the Text, 1 $«»,4.18. 
{ as the worſt part of that ill newes )) and which ferſach adad 
weight of ſorrow upon his heart as bore: him downe to'the 
| , from whence he was never able toriſe againe, \ 
If avy paſſion or affeion be a friend to.nature 1t is Foy, yet 
that may prodigally diſſipate the vitall ſpirits, as-the ſtery of 
the Queene of Sheba (heweth, 1 King.10.y. pe iy or 
more deadly thea /that,' when (as * Pliny noteth) a We * Plin, Nat. 
that thought her Sogy dead at; the Battle of) Cann, ' dyed FHif 17-553 
with an-cxceſſc of Joy at the ſight of him, could ſhe have 
ſped worſe in the middeſt of the Battle? **ſo did Sophoctes and » 111 
Demis of Cicely, being overjoy'd, upon tidings brought unto 
them, that they had won the belt prize ameng the Tragicall 
Foes: onto not orths ode brides ntl 7 In Nabibatte 
Beſides the diſcaſes of the body and paſſions of-the mind «# ecviopia, ! 
within a man, which in their excefſe doe violently: chaſe: and /ub Egypro ve- 
force the ſoule out of its _— peſſcfiion, there come upon **num eff cujes 
him many killing miſhaps from without, forvery ſmall matters, 27%! #*i de- 
may -be of great rhoment to haſten the diſpatch? of death. ©9327") 


[4 
There is an-3 Felvepian ipoiſsn, whertof one graine will kill yore hoes 
a man in. a moment, and being devided inte ten-parts will bomines, &c. 
kill tea men in a q of an houre, and as mans life isa D225. ScneR, 
rapour, ſo he whoſe breath ( ifhe would have formed it intoa — 6 > 7 
doome of condemnation) night baye been Yeadly tomany had , 7 OO, 
_ his breath ſtopped, his life taken from him by the vapour or * xier. zp1f. 
ſent of a new white-limed Chamber. Tom.1-pag.40. 
It was * fovianus the Emperour andthe {| Cardinall of Le! Bucholz. in. 
. raine was lightcd to his lodging, and te his long-home both at -— wn a 
. once, by a pojſoned Torch, and a leſſethingthen a Torch, a ”— rRay 
. Candle, lefſe thena Candle, the fent ofthe Snake of it, may put | + \ 
a Woman into f an untimely _—_— and put ——— lib 7.cap.7» 
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A Monty of endliey,. 


* Suintil; 1n- 
fit Orat.lib.s. 


of Child-birch, andofideath bor together.” 

The ſecond generall cauſe of mans ſhort and uncerteinelife, 

is bloody koſtihty, for there are many mev'of blood and Boe 
Lia, and ſome are ſo mad upon deſperate adventures, that.asrhe 
Wiſeman faith, rhey lay Waite for their owne blood, 'rhey Trvke 
privily for their owne lives, Prov.1.18, butmore for the blood 
und lives of others, who tay unto their aſſociates, {ome with 
vs let ws Lay Waite for blood, let nes Inv wp pers hg the innocent 
rey _ Ver. w +2 We ſhall finde wy - , wer 
Pall our houſes wit »V.1 2, our of dineſſe 
Laine ) take” the life of owners theresf. v.19. Expat t 
greedincflc of gaine, fo outof cnvy, as in'the Apology for 'He- 
rodorws, the Authour relleth ofa little Child who killed his 
becauſe .the Mother of thom both preferred hita ( 
'did Berjamnin before the a0 ors emer? 


a better, ny. <5, "9y way? _ 'then ' AE 
which we may therather believe, by fl t wereade in*. Oujn- 


—_—_ «Boy, who was wes Ne 6 ere, as to'tnake it a 
ime, with a ſharpe inſtrument Ree my = the home 

s, for which he'was Tond ned bythe 

Judges: 4 And by the ebſervation of *© Auguſtine of a little ink. 


hn ed pale with cnvyto maker (fach an 


i —_ in Tikes milkeof hiNe 
tos foo breaſt faint. ea ner fe of = __ — 
kinde, ordegree gnation, h 
fare bez ondit, and fordanger-1t 2s much exceedeth "—_ 
'man inwit- and ſtrength overmattheth-achild; fo mucts is fig- 
inified by Solomon, ealowfic ( faith he )# the rage of 4 an, there- 
fore" be will not ſpars in tbe day of vengeance, 'be Will not yegard 
ary rau/ome, nerther 'will be ref} coment, though thow'y:00ff ine 
#4 gfes. Prov.6:34-35. and the 'Devill'who was « 'mur- 
'therer from the beginriing, 746.8144, \and: as antiently-a'deeci- 
ver, as a murtherer, ( for'bis firſt marther had 2s muchvfthe 
-fbrilry of the'S in it, as of the ſting,)'fo blinides the 
-mindes of men, ſonteritnes -a3'to make vot only the "paſ- 
fiens of men, the ' motives 'to: theſe bloody 'milthfefes,” bac 
t0 engage their ' coriſciences tte it, Ao Tarfe 'us to" make 
them conetiyc 'it 'a ſervice:uetoptitsle tw "God, (ard: wP 


« ® S © = * 
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* ny N * ——— 
bound in confcience to porforment to kill: his beſt fervans, 
{o much- out Saviour himſcife hath $oh.16.2. and his 
ſaving dy the powerfull impoſture of the dettroyer hath been * Cent 16. Of 
often fulfilled * from that time tothis. xd. Epit cent. 

"In ohe teſt precedent Centuric we haves prodigious exwaple, por ag 
of his fanguin in an Rivet Emre» © St 

line his own Brother, inthe preſcacoef his Paronts, a 
an imiration of Abreoams offcing 22 ferifice hisSon. //acrk, 
lcaſcd with the offer only, and forbad 
Derill that red he 


of it after it is donc ? ) that | the Battle was, 
2 Proteſtant and Papiſt,)'*.'" the yaile 
is $word: in his 


it, of = 


Colours, ( who is the moſt Cathol 
in all Armi in the Werld ) E»g55/6 a 
Ci Pac, ge 
of the Kingdome, nd yet, lilie unconverted/$axls ) we WWLICE 
breath out threatnings and - one anorthet p56 ke 
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Y Tdem,lib 7» 
cap 53* 


N home, as if we had-no: enemics abroad, and that withſach 
deadly hate and ſpight, and in ſach fort, that it the God of 


; peace be not pleaſed, totake up the quarrell, the iſſue of Eng 
- 15h and Proteſtant blood, may ſwell up to the Horſes bridles, 


*% Plin.nat hiſt. 


for 1600. furlongs, as the meaſure is obſerved, Revel. 14.20, 
come to paſſewhich cannot be without many inſtances per- 
tinent to my Text, for how ſoone doe many men's lives (in a 
Battle ) vaniſh like a vapour, their laſt breath mingling with 
the vapour and ſmoake, and-thcir dying groancs Rificd, inthe 
hidcqus noyſc, of roaring Artillery. ! ud Þ1 
- Ahdif we holdon inthe practice of theſe mutuall maſſacres 
of one another, we may become fo hardened 'againſt both 
Chriſtian charity, and common humanity, as to make but a 
{port or play of thruſting Swords into our fellowes fides,as we. 
reade of Abners and Foabs Souldicrs; 2 Sam.2,v.14,15,16. 
- The third generall cauſe of contraRion of mans life is caſuall 
miſhaps ; which are ſe many, as we may well fay of them, as 
*.ſome doc of diſcaſcs, that they are innumerable : I will give a 
touch of ſome few pris, to which your owne conſide- 
ration [and it may encealſo] may adde many - more, 
if a man doc but off:r' te {tirrg out af doores, where ſinne lycth 
(as was faid to Cain, there death will be, as if there. 
were ſuch an inſeperable ſociety betwinxt them, as Ruth pro- 
feſled unto Naoms, Rwth 1.16, (and indeed the league betwixt 
fnne and death is much more firme then that) 4 Emlins Le- 
yo but hit his toe. upon the doere-fill, and: though the 
urt were ſo farre from his heart, he diced upon it. If a man 
gct ſafely out of dores, it may be he ſhall not live to come in a= 
gaine : a beaſt chaſed and chafed by. the driver may gorc him 
to death, and there re ms inſtances of this kind; or a drun- 
katd:;worſe then-a beaſt, mocked - by wine, and enraged b 
rong tdrinke, as Solomon (ith, -Prov,20.1; (fer it deludet 
the fancy and raiſcth the paſſions to fary) may fall npon him,as 
ifhe meant to ſacrifice bum to Barchwo, ,or in the ſtreets a tile 
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battlements of the houſe of the Earle of Northawpron: neare /* 
Chering-croſſ:, while he-was a ſpeRatcur of the funcrall fo- j T3 
lemnities of Queene Anne, Mother to his Majeſtic that | | 
now is. | 
If he trayell, a ſtumble, whether on horſe-back or on foot, . 
may ſo lay —_—_ the carth, as if he were-to take mea- | 
fare of his grave, whither, after one remove, followeth a com- 
mitment to cloſe priſon, there to remain,untill the great Judge 
of quick and dead relcaſc him. | 
it a man ſtay within doores, as coneciving (according, to 
theancicnt ſaying) his bouſe is his Caſtle; his like may, (there) 
many wayecs be betrayed to death ; for a violent. winde may 
blow downe the houſe upon his head, and overwhelme him as 
it did Fob: children, Job 1.. and as in the raign of 1 K. #iliayr ; 4 Stows Chro, 
27. 606. houſes were blowne downe 2.4 Tempeſt in London, continued by 
At his Table death may be in his diet, fora Reyſon! ſtone- ſton} 7 £539. 
ned * Anacreon todeath, a milſtone could have done no mares? , Ph 
and an bairc in a mcſſe of milke ſodainly. ſtrangled || Fakias, "agg by. 
could death haye made more haſte or done him more hart with [| lems hid, 
an halter? There may. bedeath inthe Gap, for there: may be 9 
Fly in = and _ wm wr on _ 0 (FInaI_gs takes 
upon him much morethen to man ) the Caipras '© 
Rome Pope Adrianthe 4b. Is there not —_—_— cauſe (to —_ = _ 
give but a paſlant advertiſement by the way) that we ſhould 
not fall to our mcat, as an horſe tothe manger, or;a Swine ta, 
the trough, before we have begged. the bleſling of God upen 
what wearetocat,and that we take mannerly leave of God, j 
when we have done, Fiving thanks to his goodnefſe, not en- } 
ly for his alowance of the goed creatures . ( for our nouriſh- 
ment) but for a comfortable uſe of them, that they - have. not 
become unto us, a8 the Quailes. to the 1/#aelires. accompanicd | 
with deadly wrath, when the meat was in their mouths, P/ad, 
7843 0,3 T, 
To draw towards a ſammary Concluſion of this.great A-- 
rithmetician, . who brings in the finallaccountand number of © 
all our. dayes, and makes ſuch an cxa&t reckoning of them,,as - © 
no man'can controule, we cannot but (by. experieges tall * Plix. Nee. 
. times, perſons and places) acknowledge, that as a great*PFhys bif#.4.7.c.57- 
D 3 loſopher. 
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tofopher and Hiſtorian obſerves, though there be an infinite 
number of fignes that preſage death, there is not one 
= og that can aſſure a man of certainty of life and 
calt 

Nor is there any Preſcriptionoftime te be pleaded againſt 
this King of terroxrs, as death is called, 796 18. 14, no time 
aſcaſonable for his ſurprizall, no, night ſo darke, but he can 
hit the marke, no day ſo bright that we car diſcover his com- 
ming towards us, if he will ſtcale in upon us at unawares, we 
ſhall neither heare his feet of weooll, nor ſee his arms of ſtcele, 
but ſhall feele him haply, when we doe not feare him, and 
receive a wound from him, for which no cure can be had of 


any. 
No bnſinefſc ſo ſerious, that can cauſe him to adjourne his 


. arreſt; untilf another day, nor is there any more hope of c» 


feape from him by art or flight, then there is of conqueſt of 
him by contending by fight : This is the only —— 
whom there is norifng wp (2s Agwr phraſeth the moſt ute 

| , Prov, 30.31,) to make refifſtanee agamft 
paw wan nmer" ey A by no hamane power or prevalence 


ay de pretended. 

If any, it muſt be cirher the we of Kings,or the vigo- 
rous and cordiall Antidercs of Phyſitians ; bur not the former, 
for the mortal fythe is maſtcr of the royal Scepter, & it mowes 
downethe Lillies of the Crowne, as well as the graffe of tho 
field, Nor can the Phyfitians (though called im as Advocates 
po nn Kepler PESGS _ it, a- 

is great warriour) prevailte any thing at all, to pre- 
ferve it from death: their ſtrongeſt Cordialls are againſt his, 
but as flubbie ro the great Leviathan, Job 41.28. Nor canthey 
fo much as fave themſelves, though by their art they prefeſſc 
the faving of others. Nay (as it were m ſcorne and contempt 
of medicines ) death fodainly ſnatcheth them away, when 
they areapplymg their preſervatives, or reſtoratives to others ; 
* is ſtoried of * Cane Julius a Chirurgeon, who dreffling a 
fore eye, as he drew inſtrument over it , was ſtrucke 
60005000 mn im the a& and place where he 
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* In ſome pli- 
ces there is (ſir 
* months day to- 
_ gether and fix 
monerhs mighe 
rogether. 
Plin Nat-Hiſ. 
f 2c.75. 
{] Soin places 
ot go degrees 
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himſckſe, for our inftruion and imitation hath ſaid, 1 mwf 
works the works of hims that ſent me, while it it day the night comerh 
when no man works, Joh.9.4. By day is meant the time of life, 
while the vapour appearcth ( like a bright cloud, Afar, 17.5.) 
and by night the time of it's vaniſhing away by death, wherin 
all things ( that had life, and haveit not) are be-nighted and 
wrapped-up indatknefls, yet there is betwixt the literall and 
figurative day and night, this difference to be obſerved; that 
the daies and nights have uſually their torne in a proportionable 
meaſure of * length and ſhortnes, which mutually and. intcr- 
changeably ſacceed oneanother : ſo in'our ordinary Clymats, 
and in the extraordinary too, where the day |) laſteth from the 
10, of March, till the 1 3, of September, that is the ſpace of 
187. daycs (of our account) the night is as long and no lon- 
ger : but our day of life, may be but the length of a few hours, 
or which is much leſſe minntes; our aight of death, when we 
cannot work may be an age of many hundred years, and to 
ſome it hath bin ſome thouſands alrcady, belides there is no 
night naturall but is ſucceeded by another day, fo that if any 
thing be left undone, there may be oportunity to redeeme the 
time, and tomake amends for precedent negleAs, but, when 
the night of death is come, there is not another day to follow it, 
-and to make ſapply for former failings. | 
It bchoveth us then (while it is day with as) to be ſo much 
-more intentively bent upon the bulinefle that beloageth unto us 
-(which is to worke out our Salvation with feare and trembling, 
Phil.2. 12, wherein we worke the worke of him that ſcat us, 
as our Saviear did) as we have the leſſe time for it, ſach was 
-his diligence, and therein his example ſhould be our rule, and 
- upon the ſame ground, he that is moſt oppofite to our Saviour 
(eyen the great deftroyer) uſeth double diligence, and makes 
- all the haſt he can to out-work the children of light, in a quick 


- difpatch of deeds of darkneflſe, His wrath is great, becauſe his 


time is but ſhort, Revel. 12+ 12. he is cnraged ſo much the 


- more, asby the ſhortneflc of time, he is the more reſtrained, 


For that he cannet do ſo much miſchief as he would do,and if he 
Had mere time, he mightdo... ; | 
We {would (out of love) defire to þe like our goed Lord and 


——_— 


Maſter-Chriſt, andout of duty doc as he ( for our imitation} © 
bath done before us, and we ſhould not (for ſhame) fit down 


q—_—R— 


- infloth, while Satan gocth about (with all the haſte and ſpeed 


he can poſlibly.make) to devoure whom he may, yea our di- 

ligence ſhould be much more then his, ſince our buſincfſe is a 

deale better ( I meanc not that which moſt doe, but 

t which all ſhonld do) and our time much ſhorter, both for 
that which is paſt, and that which is to come, : 

For the time paſt he hath bin buſic at his worke for ſome 
thouſands of yearcs already, and yet may be for ſome hundreds 
more to come,he may have time to beſtirre himſelf in his trade | 
of temptation, 

But for our time, for what is paſt, it hath bin but ſhort, and 
that which is to come may be nothing at all, to us, the next 
houre (for ought we know) may be noncof ours. 

Secondly, as this conſideration of our tranficnt life may 


ſerve fora ſpurre to make diligent, ſo it may be in ſicad of a 


rod for the negligent, who endcavour not te make any good 
uſe of their time, while they have it, to whom may well be 
applycd 7 faying of * yr rpms os hy fn wot *enenign 
received. (6 ſhort 4 portion of life {t it be very t, cvyen as SSC 
likea vapour) -4# thew/ethver dee make it, by their prodigall and, {j*nvitum pere 
eareleſſe expence of ir, o_ vitam 
Whcrofone great part is caſt away in doing m——_ in OUT brevem,ſed feck» 
ſleep and infancy ; another wo trifle out inmcerc childiſh vanis mae, nes inoper 
tics;athird is partly miſ-ſpent,in youthful luxury ; and a good 4j«,/e4prodigi 
part of the fourth is called aReformation,if the humor be chan» | p 
ged, from difſolute excels, ts corctous deſires, and worldly -10G OP 
cares for riches and honours ; and when cither ficknefſc or age, 
maketh men unſerviceable for themſelves, to ſuch cads, that 
little which remaines is poorely imploycd en that, for 
which the whole meaſure ( if it had gone all one way) had 
bin little cnough. | 
For what time or pains can be too much, to fave our foules 
from hell ro eſtate them in Heaven ( when we dic) and to us» 
nite them and our bodics both, in fruitien of perfe& grace and. 
glory for ever, which muſt be procured while this vapour-ap» 
pearcth or not at all ; ——_ __ of the exreBiney of 
0 at 
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that jewell, which our Saviour advanceth in value, above the 
price of the whole world, of the incffable felicity, which 
God hath prepared for thoſe that ſincerely love, and diligent- : 
ly ſceke him, can conceive that the whole life of CMerthaſelah, 
would make too long an apprentiſcſhip (though under many 
fuch bard maſters, as Zaba» was)to obtain an cternall freedom, 
in the City of Fer»ſalem which is above ? For my part I cannot 

_ſafficiently admire the beneficence of Almighty God, who ſets 
ſogreat happineſſc,at fo low a rate, that in thar little time, 
while a vapour appeareth, a min may purchaſe the obtainment 
ofa moſt ſolid andeyecr during felicity : Nor the folly of moſt 
men, who of this ſhort and uncertain meaſure,imploy the leaſk 
part of it, to ſo excellent amend, 

If a man having. his lands divided into foure parts (anſwera- 
ble to the foure fingers of Davids hand-breadth of life, P/a,39, - 
5.) ſhould kave one part of it wholy untilled, to bring forth 
nettles, or other wild weeds, as the ficld of the luggard doth, 
Prov.24.3t. and ſhould fow in-one of the other three parts 
Parnell, in another wild Oatcs, and allot but a fourth for pa- 
ſture and tillage, when the whole (if well husbanded )would 

belittle enough, for neceflary proviſion to ſupport himſclfe 

"and his Family, what would his neighbonrs thinke or fay of 
him ? Would they not note him for fuch an one, as cither yet 
had not proceeded to the age of diſcretion, or were gone be 
_ it to ycares of dotage ? orrclapſed back to a ſecond child» 


Or ifa man who ( hath a charge of wife, and children, and 
fervants) and but a competent portion for them all, did care- 
Smeaks [leſly caſt away one part of his meancs, at dice, puffe away a- 
nother in ſmoake, ſwallow downe another in ſuperfluous. 
draughts,and leave but a fourth part of all [for all other charges 

that concern himſelfand thofe that are committed to his kee= 
ping) would wiſc-men judge any otherwiſe of him, then as 
| a man of an empty skull, or ill-tempercd braines, and unfit ts. 
- have an eſtate committed to his truſt ? though but for himſelf, 
much-more unfit that others ſhould be put to depend upon his 
Doubtlefie (beloved) it is much more fooliſh to mil: yr 
: 4$ 
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(as moſt do) the greatcſt part of this ſhort and uncertain ſcant- 
ling of time, then ſo to miſ-imploy either lands or goeds, and 
yet their folly is more faulty, then theſe examples doc imply : 
for the fourth part of the ground is a permanent thing, and the 
fourth part of the cltate, may be put into a ſure hand, and fo 
be better imployed by others, then by the owner it would be : 
| buthe that hath wilfully and wickedly waſted, three fingers of 
his hand-breadth of time, as we hgve noted the meaſure of it 
(out of the Pſalmiſt) cannot be ſure that either himſelfe. or 
any one for him, ſhall be truſted with the fourth for better 


"I 
. Offacch fooliſh men as theſe, there are ſa many,that if the out- 
fide on their backs, were ſated to the lyning of their heads, 
they would make as great a ſhew in publike Aſſemblics, as 
yellow weeds doc in Corne-ficlds, but they goc in habits 
like other men, and ſome of them ſo farre beguile the world, 
and themſclves both, as to be thought much wiſer, then they 
that beſtow the moſt of their waking' houres, to better pur- 
poſe. Thus 1 have beſtowed the Rad, according to the ſen- 
tence of the Wiſe-man upon the backe of fooles, Prov,26.3.and 
Chap.19-29. , 

- 3, The third Uſe of this ſhort uncertainty of our State of 
mortality is, to give a checke to the vaine confidence of ma- 
ny men, who ( as if they were {ure of time enough) to pur- 
ſue thcir pleaſures and purpoſes, with as full ſcope and compafc 
as they deſire, projet many things, which they mind to doc, 
and promiſe and ſometimes threaten, what they will do,when 
they know not whether their meaſure of time will reach home 
- toſach reſolutions, 

It is too great boldneſſe to preſume upon one day, for (as 
Salomon faith) A man knowes not what 4 day bring 
forth, Prov. 27.1. Thedrunkard takes npon him Coley he 
invites his vicious affociats to cxceſle) to promiſe at their 
next meeting, their cheere will mend upon them, and they 
ſhall have more ſtore, of that they moſt defire, (ome ( fait 
| he) I will fetch wine, and we will fill our ſelves with ſtrong 
drinke, and to morrow ſhall be as to day, and much more a- 
bundant, Efa,56, ult, What cr'ebe to morrow it may be to 
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morrow thou ſhalt not be, or not as to dayinot powring in ſu- 
perfluous draughts, but vaincly begging (perhaps ) for ne- 
cry dropps, with the rich-man 1n flanes, Luk, 16.24, for 
of all lives none more uncertaine, then a drunkards, fince he 
ſtores up a ſtocke of corrupt hamours, which are matter and 
mother and nurſe to many deadly diſcaſes within, and from 
without he mects ( many times) with an untimely death, . 
cither by his own or anothgrs wrath,for ſtrong drink is raging 
(as wee obſerved before out of the Proverbs of Salomes ) 
and that rage may be bloody to him haply fram that hand, 
which led him toexceſle, as many examples ſhew, or by the 
unſteadineſſe of head ori horſc-backe, or ſtaggering of his 
feet on ground, he may be daſhed upon ſome deadly dan- 
ger, and who bath-not heard of many, who have fome 
ef. theſe wayes unexpeRly periſhed, and come to a fearcfull 
end, before they thought they had proceeded to the mid-way ? 
of their walke, | 
But there is aconfidence, ( ſo much more vaine then this 
'though this I cenfefle be more vile then-it)) as it reacheth 
her in extent, as of thoſe whom S. 7ames noteth; in the 
next words before my Text, reproving them ſaying,;. T's day 
and to morrow we will goe to ſuch a (ity, and-will tarry there a 
eare, aud buy andſell and yet gaine, whereas you know not ( faith 
he) What ſhall be tomorrow. Jam.4.13,14, To day or to moy« 
row ( ſay they ) We will goe, 1t God ſay no, neither today nor 
to morrow ſhall they be able to make good' their word, for fo 
ſhort a time, a darke night of death'may, ( if God will) put an 
end to their daycs, before Noone, or ( the next night ) their 
ſoules may be taken frem them, as was faid- to the foole in the 
Goſpell, who flattered himſelfe, with the hope of enjoyment 
of much goods, laid np for many yeares, Luk,12.19, And when 
they proje a journey (if they dye not ſo ſoone)) they may be 
diſabled for travaile, and cither by ſickneſle or lameneſle, be 
under ſo imperious and peremptory arreſt, that they may not be 
able to move either a foote or finger towards it ; they ſay they 
will continge there a yeare, But 
The farther they reach out their reſolution ( of themſelves ) 
without reckoning with God, the worſe : and .it may be in a 
moment 
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moment they may be removed, they know not yet, whether to 
Heaven or Hell, they Wil 5» and [el the while ( fay they )-but 
fay God give them leave to live, it may be he will not enable 
them to traffique, they may be caſt into ſuch condition, as they 
may have cither no minde, or no meanes to exerciſe coms 
merce : but they promiſe that and more too, they will not-on + 
ly buy and ſell, but they will ger gaine, how know they. that ? 
they thay buy and fell and (as the Proverbe hath it) may liyoby 
the loſſe, finding nothing but damage, where they looked for 
advantage, and it may be adamage unvaluable, unrecoverable, 
the loſſe of their ſoules,and of Heaven, which the gaine of a mil- 
lion of ſach worlds as this cannot countervaile, nor ence loſt 
can eyer recover, k 

Beyond both theſe vaine, and vile boaſtings- ( for the-time to 
come,) was that bold and bloody ſpeech of &/aw, wherein - 
threatning his brother Zacob, he promiſed himſclfe a-pleaſing 
revenge, The dayes of mourning for my Father, are at hand, then 
1 will ſlay my: brother Jacob, Gen.27,41. an inſolent as well as 
a violent reſolution, tor 1/azcks and /acobs life and his owne 
likewiſe were all at Gods diſpoſall, as a vapour, to vaniſh or 
hold out as long as he pleaſed, and it was at his choice which 
ſhould dycfirſt ; and though ly were ſo hard-hearted, as to 

ſ his brother ſhoul e upon his Fathers funerall, in 

blood, which he would not follow with a tcare, it was in 
Gods power to keepe his hands from being as blood-guilty as. 
his heart, and to cut -him ſhort gf his hand-breadth, and to 
lengthen their meaſure as long as he liſted. : 

There is a Proverbe, ( which oftentimes proves a truth,) 
T hat threatned men live long, for even Iſaack. _—_ dycd ſoon 
lived about 50.ycares beyond this, and it is as truc without a 
Proverbe, that threatning men. may dye ſaone ; - that others - 
may live, not -onely the mere ſafely withoat hurt, but. the 
more ſecurely without feare :; of ſuch the Prophet D vid bath 
fore-faid, that they ſhall not live out halfe their daycs, Paw. 
55-23- Nay it may be not halfe a day : ( for how ſoonc is.this 
vapour of life vaniſhed away ) or if they be ſuffered to runne 


their race to the utmoſt length, it is but as the Ameorites were . Ge n.1F t6. 


ſatfered to make vp the n of ——— tothe full. . _ 
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; If then ſuch wicked thoughts, for ſinfull plots (intimeto 
come) ariſe in our hearts, let us give them the check, in ſome 
ſuch words as theſe ; What doe I meane to projeR, and fore- 
caſt forlinne afarre off, and to fore-ſpeake an evill purpoſe, and 
(as it were ) to threaten God before hand (for cvery finne is an 
aQuall affront of his Majeſty, and every fore-purpoſed com- 
miſlion againſt him is in cffe&t a commination of him ) when 
my life is but a vapour, and fo much in Gods diſpoſall, Yo lit- 
tic in minc owne, that I (hould promiſe to doe nothing, but 
with the Lords premiſed leave, as the Apoſtle taught in the 
Verſe next beyond my Text, Tow ought to ſay, if the Lord will 
we ſball live, and doe this,or that, Jatn.5.15, The like limitation 
to this precept, you may obſcrve in S. Pawls praftice, AF. 18. 
T Cor.4, 1 Cor,6,16, Heb.6, and Socratgs ( the wiſclt of the 
Heathens) taught Alcibiades to be ſo mannerly in his language 
towards God as to uſe the like * reſervation of his will and pre- 
lationof it before his owne, if this phraſe were familiar in our 
mouthes, it would not only give preſent repulf&eo any cvill 
purpoſe, for.the time to come, but would be a powerfull 
charme, againſt thereturne of it, and indeed a man dares not 
ſay, of any fature ſinne, I will commit it, if the Loyd will, for if 
he fo far reſpeR the only urgering rule,the will-of God,as to 
make reſpe&ive mention of it,*he cannot admit of any notion 
againſt it. . 

The 4b, Application of this tranſient uncertainty of mans 
temporall life, may be acuabe to immoderate = rn 
and doting delight in worldly things, whether Riches, Ho- 
nours or Pleaſures, which are the three great Idolls of carnall- 
minded men: for why ſhould any one much ſet his heart upon 
them, cither in longing for them or taking too much joy in 
them, when ſo ſmall a matter as the want of an empty com- 
plement, congey or geſture of reycrence, may ſo imbitter many 
temporall contentments, of the choiſcſt kind, _and of a very 
high degree, as to make them vaniſh into nothing, even be- 
fore the vapour of a mans breath and life be vaniſhed away, as 
the hiftory of Hamar ſheweth, whoſe temporall dehights 
were but as a vapour, by his owne confeſſion, of ſhorter con- 
tinuance thenjhus lite, E/th.5t, from the 10, ver. to _ x A 
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though that were ſhortened by a penall execution, e.7.v.z0, - . , '4'UT0 
And if they ſhould hold out, as long as a man liveth, -rhey ha 
were not worthy of that eſtimation, that many worldly men 
have ſet upon them; but when a mans life vaniſheth as a va« 
pour and they vani(h before, how fooliſh a fondneffe is it, to 
let looſe our affx&tions towards them ? and to fix them upon 
' them, when evill dayes and yeares may come, wherein we /dall 
take no pleaſure in them, as Solomon ſaith, Eccleſ.12.1, but fo 
much paine { perhaps ) as may make a man ſo weary of life, 
that the paſſionate expoſtulation of Fob may be applycd to his 
caſe, Wherefore u light given to him that 1 in miſery, and life to 
the bitter in ſoule? which long for death but it cometh not, and d; 
for it as for hid treaſure, which rejojce exceedingly, and are glad, 
when they find the grave, Job 3.v.20,21,22, 
But to the particulars, firſt for Riches, If a man were ſo rich 
as he would fay he hath cnough (as few rich men will doe, 
for moſt mens covctouſneſſe is like a Dropfie, which :makes 
2 man theugh he drinke never fo much, to beever thirſty) yet 
to ſay nothing of the uncertainty of riches, noted by the Apo- 
file, 1 Tim.6.17. which (as Solomon faith ) make themſelves 
Wings, and flje aWay, Prov.23.5. without taking leaveof the 
owner, and leaving nothing but the print of talons in his 
heart, to torment him, they cannot availe to prolong the con- 
tinuance of this tranſient vapour, nor can they adjourne a 
mans remorall, to his long-home, whether toHeaven or Hell, 
for one day, no not for an houre ; for Death is ſuch a rigid Ser» 
cant,as will not be bribed, by the richeſt Mammonift to put of 
is Arreſt, witneſſe that rich and wretched Cardinall and Bi- 
ſhop of Winchefter, and Chancellour of England; Henry Bus 
ford, ( in the Reigne of King Henry.the fixt ) ® ho percci= * Fox Martyr. 
ving he muſt dye, and that there-was noremedy,marmured at 9! 1.pag 92564 
death, that his Riches could not reprieve him till a further Col 12. 
time; for he asked, 1 herefore ſhonld 1 dye being ſo rich, if the 
whole Realme would [ave my life, I am able either by policy to get 
it, or by Riches ta buy it, fye ( quoth he): will not death be hired? 
Will money dbe nothing ? No, nothing at all onthis ſide the grave,. 
for a reſcue or reprieve from death, and beyond ih, belowir,.. 
(as far as Hell ) the money that would buy the whole Vintage of 
wine, 
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* { 16.14 (wine,throughout the whole world, will not purchaſc a drop of 
water to coole an hell-ſcorch'd tongue. 

Secondly, for Honour, as the morall Philoſopher faith, it is 
notin the honoured, but in the honourer, and riot in words of 

iſc, and geſtures of reverence, which may be preſentedin 

ypocrific, or with derifion, but in the opinion of the head, 
and affe1on of the heart : and who can certainely tell, what 
men thinke of him, how their hearts are diſpoſed towards him, 
and ifhe know them (for the preſent) tobe fach towards him, 
as he defired, how fickle are mens fancics and favours, how 
ſoone changed frem reverence to contempt ? 

Ke hath read but little, who hath not met with many inftan- 
ces of this kind, in ſacred hiſtorics and profane, and obſcrved 
little (if not very young ) it he have not noted ſome, in the ex- 
pcrience of his owne tune; .beſides, who knowes not, that 
many men have been honoured with eminent Titles and Offi- 
ccs, for that, for which ſach as are trucly worthy (in whoſe 
acceptation is the trucſt and ſurcſt honour ) have abborred 
tnousparfos, (nd hey ſoeaddbe, or they ano malljlaeet) 
tuous »( andſo | , or they are m 
bow much envy watcheth over them, to find ſome meancs z 
bring them under, and how potent that quick-ſighted, 'and 
ſharp- fanged Malignity is, we may gueſſe by the queſtion of 
Solomon, Who « able ro and before Emvy ? Pron.27,4, * 

K any manſay,this may be the condition of ſubordinate Ho- 
nour,asof the Favourites of Kings, but that which is ſupreme is 
fo excellent;that as ſame have ſaid ( with as much cruelty as va- 
njty ) that'for a Kingdome they would wade up to the chin in 

* blood, I anſwer. 

| Firſt, That, were the Honour of a King as permanent as 

-eniinent,' yet what we have faid before may be of uſe and force 
( wn it) to us, for how few Kings are there in 
the'w and who among many milliens of mcn ſo mad,as to 
hope he ſhall beaKing? © | 

Secondly, There is not that comfort in Kingly Honour 
which molt.conceive: for- many times their Crownes ( as he 

® King Iawer, 4aid that was the moſt antient and learned * King of that 
age whercia he lived ) are lined with Thornes, cr <4 
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that on our Saviours head ) and ſome have aid, that if the 
Ambitious did but know, what ſtinging cares and feares ac- 
company a Crowne, they would not if it were laid at their 
feete, ſtoope downe to take it up. 

And for thoſe that accompt themſelves moſt puiflant and re- 
BY nowned of their ranke,, who are Conquerours as well as 
Kings ( though an hereditary or cle&ive right of Regality be 
better then a title by conqueſt, for that for the moſt part it is no 
better then royall Robbery, and that is ſo much the worſe, as 
greatneſſe of power is more obliged to the doing of Juſtice, 
and the defence of the innocent from violent oppreſſion )-even 
they may biye many times much lefſe honour hen power, and 
may be ceremonioully reverenced, and heartily hated and con- 
temned, 

And how preat a contempt came npon that * great Con» 
querour, when ( his life vantthed away like a vapour) after 
his death, he fell hort of the credit of a cdmmon beggar, 
which is to have the deformities of his dead carcaſſes covered 
and hid ont of ſight, by a decent ſepulture, for he lay unburicd 
« 39. daycs together : his conqueſts ( how farre ſocver they 
prevailed above ground ) it ſe:zmeth they purchaſed him no 
title for habitation under-ground : And our firſt Williams 
( ſurnamed the Conqueror) was in his laſt condition like un- 
to him, the vapour of his life, yaniſhing (like an nnſavoury 
ſauffe ) in the ſocket, left his bady likely ( for want of re- 
ſting place among the dead ) to be an oteofive ſpeRacleto the 
living : for aftcr divers diſappgiritments, it was ( not without 
much contecſtation mingled with reproach of his Royalty ) in» 
terred, 

And how might it humble the mightieſt Monarchs, and 
take off their too pleaſing apprehentions of their owne pre- 
eminence ( if flatterers would give them leayz) to thinke, 
that their lives, ( as they are men,) which are the baſis to 
beare up their Honours, ( as they are Kings ) are but vani- 
ſhing vapours, for though their Pardons be Antidotes againſt 
the killing letter of the Law, to their delinquent Suby -&e, 
they are no lcſſe ſabjeR to death, ( as we hare obſerved before) 
wicn the meaneſt peaſant in all _ dotninions, And =_ 
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muſt their Honour be laid in the duſt, and be that could rec- 
kon 127, Provinces under his command ( as 4:4/werms did ) 
muſt have all that compaſc fo ſhrunck up into fuch a Senech- 
deche of a part for the whole ( as to himſclfe ) that for many 
thouſands of miles in all manner of dimcuſions, he ſhall have 
but about 7, toote ſepulture for his part, and that not as a po- 
{:ſlion, but asa priſon, and withall fo ſtrait that he canncither 
Cir init, nor get out of it. 

But that which moſt blemiſheth and indeed blaſteth the 
Honour of Royall Majeſty, is that the corruption of their na- 
ture is not kept downe, cither by Laws or reproofes, but ra- 
ther cheriſhed, and increaſcd by flattery, which makes Prin» 
ccs ſo much to mind. their dignity, and authority 'as ( many 
times ) to forget their humanity, yea fo farre to forget it as 
to lend a willing care, to ſuch out-laſhing tongucs, as lift 
them up above the Angells, whom God therefore in 
juſt indignation and difdaine of their pride, makes unferiour to 
wormes. 


Was not that the condition of Herods degradation, A@.12,22-2; 


Who ( when he was arraycd in rich apparell, which by re- 
fration of the Sunne beames lighting upon it, gave a moſt 
=_ ſplendour as Zo/{ephus obſerveth,) made an cloquent 
ch, and was cryed up for it, above the skics, by popular 
applauſe and acclamation, (as ſpeaking with the voice of God 
and not of man ) and ſo became guilty of a facrilegious theft 
of the divine honour, (as the receiver is Sanere of guilt 
with the Thicfe). becauſc be did not reſtore God his right, and 
ive him the glory, wherefore he was ſodaincly ſmittcn dead, 
y the Angell of the Lord, and preſently caten up by warmcy, 
All,12.22,23. 

The Papiſts will tell us, there is an honour above all this, 
and that 1s that of their High-Pricſt,, and Prelate of Rome, 
who is got fo high above the heads of Kings and Emperours, 
as to have their Crewnes come under his feete, but they can» 
not tcll us, that their life is more-certaine thena vapour, which 
vaniſheth fo much the ſconer, as they arc co more 
Rricken in yearcs, bcforc thoy obtaine the Papall Crowne, 
and how frailca thing bahay honors Which is built on a ug- 
. POur;. 
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r, we have in part been taught already in the Example of 
yonk Adrian the fourth choaked with a Fly, and another of 
that Name, ( it was * Adria: the 6th.) was fo farre from fin- * Hadrianos 
ing a felicity in the honour and power of the Papacie, that he /**'« bis Stu 


din 
profeſſed (and it was made the Epitaph upon his Tombe ) 
T hat nothing had befallen him more r__ in all hue life, then 
that he had worne the Triple ( rowne, and he might have y 
good cauſc to ſay fo, and fo might all the reft of the purple 
Robe, ſince the papall conditjon 1s as Pope « Iarceltne the ſe 
cond thought of it, #ncapeable of ſalvation. | 
T may not now note the contempt of that Antichriſtiah 


eſt ,qui nibil fi- 
bi infelicixs in 
vite,quem geed 
i mperaret dux+ 
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C aiphas, as he is that man of finne and ſonne of perdition, who ( as ſam percutieas, 


ſach an one ) is ſo odions to all true beleeving religious Chri- 
ſtians, that nothing is held more contempribte then to hold 
communion with him, in that wherein he hath departed 


dixit nou video 
quonode qui 
locun huic al- 
tiſſunun 1enent, 


from communion with Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. The profecu- /atv-r: v»/inr, 


tion of that point is fitter for another time then now, another 
Text then this, 

Thirdly, for Pleaſure, what yoluptuons Epicare would fo 
dote npon the delights of this life, (as many doc) who mind no- 
thing cle, or them fo mach, thar it ts very evident they are of 
their number (whom the Apoſtle ſets downe as the laſt and 
worſt of that catalogue of wickednefle in the laſt dayes, ) viz, 
Lovers of pleaſures more then lovers of God, 2 Tim.3.4, and 
how could they be ſo fond and fooliſh in their choice, and 
ſpend ſo mnch of that little, and uncertaine time they have, 
npon yaincand many (doubtleſſe) vile and bafe pleaſures, with 
ſach vchemency of 2f:&Hioo, as to take it for a penance to 
them, to beſtow one'day in fad, and fober conſiJeration of the 
weighticſt matters, that concerne their eternall welfare? 
how could they let looſe the reynes of theirlaſts, and drive 
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them on, in the furious pace of 7ebs, and powre them our, 2 Km9.20. 


( as they doc ) upon all objcRs of ſenfuall fatisfaRion, if th-y 
did think, that they were as uncertaine as their lives, and their 
lives but like the vapour, which from the pipe they putfe out 
of their mouthes and noſes. 

Alas how little roome, and fpare time is here, for ſo many 


mectings, for faſting, for ——_ dauncivg, for gaming, 
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and other prodigall.cxpences of pretious time ? which if.they 
knew what it were worth, thcy would rather rob their cycs of 
fleepe, that they might watch and pray in the night, then 

ryot and reycll out their daycs, and ſometimes their nights too, 

in ſcoſuall paſtimes, whercan their life may vanilh like a va- 

pour, and they(taken away in the very act of ſome ſenſualty): 
* may pifſc from tranſient pleaſure, to permanent paine, which 

will be ſo much more grieyous to them, as they have beeae 

more addicted to carnall delights, ſhewing themſclves /overs 

of pleaſures more then of Godz2Tim-3.4,wheras if they had loved 

Gad, more then thcir plcaſures, they might have enjoyed 

God and plzaſures too, not while a vapour appeareth;. which 

will quickly vaniſh away, but for ever, for in hu preſence is the 

fulneſſ of joy, and at his right hand are pleaſiaes for evermore, Pal, 

16, VeI2. 

The fifth Uſe of this vaine and yapour-like life of ours, is to 

be a prop to our patience, and ſo a cure of thoſe unpleaſthg paſ+ 

fions,of Anger, Envy and ſorrow, which (as I have ſhewed be- 

forc))doe by their excefſes much ſhorten mans life. 

Tothetwo firlt, we may apply that of David, Frer not thy 
fſelfe becauſe of evill doers, nor be thou enviom againſt the Workers 
of iniquity, and the reaſon is, becauſe their time is but ſhort, 
they (hall be ſoone cur downe like graſſe, and Wither like the 
greene herbe, Pfal.37.v.72. And. that though it be greene to 
day, may, be dried up to morrow ( as our Saviour Chriſt ma- 
keth the compariſon) Zxk.,1 2.38. and if their proſperity laſt 
ſomewhat longer, ( as ſome vapours vaniſh not ſo ſoone as 
others) what cauſc to be angry or envious for that ? when 
they cannot have aſſurance to hold out untill the next houre. 

It they thinke of the brevity and uncertainty of their time, 
they. will not be overjoyed. in their -owne cftate, if it were 
much better and longer then it is, fiace their holding on from 
day today, is but adaily repricve from that, which every day 
may come upon them.. And ifthey thinke their death farre off, 
1t will make neverthelefſc haſt, but much the worſe ſpeed, for 
none dicth more anhappily, then he that thinkes himſclte hap« 
Py whule he is here,and thinks not (how ſoon) by death he may 
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. - And for the third, it may much conduce to compoſe us to 
patienceagainſt exceſſive ſorrow under oor croſſes, whether 
they be ſuch as aftcR us with pain of ſenſe or of loſſe, For the 
former ſort, when they are ſharpe, we may the better beare 
them, upon this conſideration, that what is uſually violent is 
{-ldome permancat, and that while life it ſelte is ſo ſhort, as a 
vaniſhing vapour, 2ggricvances cannot be long, for death is 
an end of them, as well as of us, of us, as well as of our decea- 
ſed friends, the loſſe of whom, ( though the greateſt tempo- 
rall loſe that can be,fora true friend is as ones own ſoul, D exe, 
3.6.and a mans ſonle is more Worth then a whole worl1, Mar,8.36.) 
may the better be born upon the confideration of our uncertain 
and vaniſhing condition, 

[t may make much for the moderation of our gricfe, ta 
thinke how little diſtance there may be betweene our friends 
funcrall and our owne, if God have taken them away, it may 
be we have loſt but a little of our enjoyment of their good 
company, for if they be dead to day we may follow them and 
over-take them to merrow, and our yapour of life cannot 
ſooner vaniſh away, then our ſoules may faith their voyage, 
tothe habitation of everlaſting happineſſ?, though ( as ſome 

make the meaſare)) the diſtance from. carth to the heaven be 
500. yeares journy ( were it to be meaſured after the manner 
of ordinary travaile ) which is a great. way, on this fide, ths 
rc of the righteous. 

We ſhould not then thinke the lofſe ſo great, as if we had a 
long leaſe of our owne lives after theirs are expired, and a ccr- 
taine onetoo (as it wasto Hezekiah ) for 15. yeares reprieve 
from death after the ſentence of death had paſſed upon him ; 
and if we take off the conceipt of. our owne continuance, , | 
whereof the greateſt part is haply paſſed already, we ſhall be , ome 
diſpoſed to more patience at parting, . with thoſe who are moſt proficientibas, 
deare unto us, who when they are dead, 'can receive no' good facilins enim 
we our forrowfull exceſſes, for as humane Moraliſts can tell ##in9s dolor 

us\ (it is pitty. (by the way ) that Chriſtians ſhould need to ut AW - 

leaine moderation of Heathens) * Inmoderate grief will Gn, 

/e \'he living to the dead and not reſtore the dead to the lis egp/ela ad Poo. 
yo.6.23-7.185. 
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Now todraw to a Conclufionof that which will conclude 
us all in a narrow roome, and it may doe it in a yery ſhort 
time, if ourlife ( as S. Famer faith ) and we have ſhewed at 
large, be but as a Vapour which may cyaporate, and vaniſh in 
a moment, let us have the meditation of death fo ranch in our 
minds, that we may in our ſcrions thoughts, anticipate the 
pace of it, though 1t be ſpeedy, and be prepared to meet with 
1t at evcry ſtep, whether within doorcs or without, in all we 
doc, whether we cat or drinke, or worke or reſt, let ns ſtill 
make account, we arc npon our laſt minute, our lives being as 
uncertaine, as a candle carried in the wind without a lanterne, 
which may be pat ont with every blaſt : This conſideration 
with the love of God, and feare of hell, will keepe us upright 
in our walke towards heaven, whither I would now by pray- 
er commend you and diſmifſe you, but that I ſuppoſe you ex- 
pct ſome Comment upon that darke and dumbe Text before 
you, and if cuftome did not call for it (as a matter of conveni- 
ency ) conſcience and friend(hip would claime it (as a part of 
duty) from me towards this worthy Gentleman deceaſed : I ' 
yoke them both together, Conſcience and Frienaſhip, for friend- 
ſhip (hall not engage me (if I know it) to goe one ſtep be- 
yond the limits, to which conſcience doth confine me,though 
my words were of ſo much weight ( with all that heare mc) 
as not only ta redeeme my friend ( cither living or dead ) from 
an infamous report, but to advancehim to the high reputati- 
on of a Canonized Saint. If both the warrant of Canenization 
of the Saint (as it is ) and the honour were not Apocriphall, 
_ papally preſumptuous, not idolatrous, as the Romaniſts 
make it, 

And I thinkeI may ſpeake the more confidently of him, be- 
cauſe I have known him ofa child, and his Progenitours beth, 
before they were known to one another, 

In his minority, thoſe that were converſant with him,faw 
faire buds,hopefully promiſing ripe fruit of a good reliſh, when 

( by his yearcs ) it might be ſeaſonably looked for from him : 
and cheſs hopes daily grew up to degrees of further evidence; 
and affuranceof his ingenuity, temperance, mildneſſe, modc- 
ſy, humility, affability, and ſuch a ſweetneſſe of temper, - 
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his whole behavieur ( adorning all ha did ) that he that knew 
him,and did net love him, might be thoaght rather to bewray 
adiſpolition in himſelf, unworthy to bebclieved,then any thing 
worthy to be diſliked in him. 

Thele vertues were but the ground-work, of thoſe religious 

raccs, for obtainment whereof, his naturall propenſiog was 

ppily ſeconded, by godly education, and theroof a princi- 
pall part was to fixe and ſettle him in a firme þclicfe, of the 
true Proteſtant Religion, in oppoſition to Popery, prevailing 
ia thoſe parts ( and in the parts adjacent *wherc his much ho- 
noured Parents dwell) who were molt zealous and conſtant 
Anti-papiſts, though living even among that crooked and per» 
verſc gencration, 

Being (by Gods bleſſing upon his godly breeding) habity+ 
ated to a diflike of that crroneous Religion, and of all manner 
of vicious converſation, cſpccially of yain ſwearing and ſuper» 
fluous drinking, from this goodnefſc he digrefied not, no, nat 
fo much, as to lct out a word of the one, or toletin a draught 
of the other, though (whenhe was an Academicall Seudent) 
he ſometimes converſed with ſuch of his age and ranke, as 
wereno Precifans in cither, and had both liberty and maintc» 
nance ( as much as they ) which had he not been very well 
diſpoſed in his af:&ions, and well compoled in hjs care 
riage, might have induced him to ſome licentious cxcecs 
dings, 

When ſome further approaches of youth, towards mane 
hoad, and a fit tunity for travell into forraigne parts. 
concurred, he might be the better truſted abroad ( yeacven a- 


thole to whom leaſt truſt is to bee committed, of 


whom lcaft truth to bes expeRed (the Jeluites) and 
upon conſultation with thoſe , who could give beſt advice 
for ſuch a courſe, and by his Parents appointment ( to- whols 
commands.or minds (which way ſocrer intimated to him) 
he was an.obſcquious ſonne) being ſent beyand ſea, he ſpere 
ſome yeares in farraigne parts, as farre as Rowe, making ſacb 
obſervations of perſans, things and places, as might make 
kim moſt frviecable to his King and Country, iv fponc as gra- 
vity of yearas, had overaken the maturity of his parts, to put 
them. to imploy ment., And 
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And herein ſarcly himſelfe fitft, 'tind then hisfriends (who 
had molt 1ntereſt in him) had very good cauſe to bleſſs God 
tor him, in that he left noneof his owne goodnefſe behind him 
where he {ojourned, nor brought any of the drofl: of other 
Nations home with him, as many, if not moſt young Gentle- 
men have unhappily done, and this ] could not but often ob- 
ſerve, and alwayes approve of ( as worthy of praiſe) that he 
well knew and obſcrved the feafon and ,proportion of ſpeech, 
which he ordered fo, as to keep it rather below his own know- 
ledge then toraiſe 1t above the beliefe of thoſ: that heard him: 
fo farre was he from their opinion, who take it for the pri- 
viledgeof a traveller, to ſpeake rather that which is ſtrange 
on truc, becauſe they that heare them ſpeake cannot prove 
they lie. 

A nd in thisas in many other graccfull qualifications he much 
reſembled , that very accompliſh't Gentleman S*,T, P, ( his 
mothers Vacle') whom I much honoured in Perſon, while 
he was living ( for his many good _=_ in himſclfe, and his 
favourable reſpe&k unto me) and (while I live) ſhall upon all 
good occaſions, revive his memory, by honourable mention, 
now he 1s dead : In whoſe death his Country ſuſtained a very 
great loflz, which might have bin (if not wholly recovered, 
yet) very much repaired in the ſufficiency, and ſcrvice of this 
young Gentleman, if God had been pleaſed, to permit the 
bringing on of hjs abilitics, to their -perfe&t accompliſh» 
ment. 

But he fixeda period there, where we made account but of 
Aa comina or colon at the moſt, hoping halfe the ſentence of his 
life at leaſt, was yet behind, and thould not have been inter- 
rapted or broken off, in ſuch haſt as it was, and we grounded 
our hopes, en ſome precedent proofs of the divine providence, 
which had conducted him ſafely through manifold dangers, 
both by land and ſea, by which thouſands have periſhed, ci- 
ther in their progreſſe from home, or their home-ward rc 
turne; and it may ſceme ſomewhat ſtrange, that he that was 
ſo charily preſerved (among fo many perils ) ſhould * there 
miſcarry, whither ſo many come (as to a City of refuge) -for 
more afſurance of ſafety, It fell out much what ſo with Saty- 
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rus ( the brother of $, © Ambroſe) who returned from Af 


fricke ( by a very perillous paſlge (for he ſufftred ſhip-wrack 
and cfcaped drowning by ſwimming) within a while after his 
arrivall and returae to his friends, fell ficke and dyed among 
them. 

And why was it thus good Lord > Why fo as with this in- 
genuous and pious Gentleman it hath hapned ? Was it becauſe 
thou rateſt not age *, by wrinckles and gray hairs,but by ripe- 
ncfle in vertuc, and fitneſſe for Heaven ? Or was it to ſhew 
that thou canſt ſecure whom thou pleaſclt in the greatclt perill, 
and that there is no ſecurity in recefſe or retirement, but in thy 
protection only? 

Or didſt thou take him away, to take of hamane confidence 
(eſpecially of young Gallants of his time, and ſtate) and to a« 
bate of the pride of their freſh and flouriſhing youth, ſhewing 
them (in him) that their life and ſtrength, and beauty is but 
a vaniſhing vapour ? Or knowing our Land is now more 
tempeſtuous then the raging Sea ( and perhaps the Tempeſt 
is not yet at the higheſt ) Didſt thou ſnatch him away, in 
thy favour to him, to ſet hi in a fafe harbour, in a place 
of impregnable ſtrength and ſecurity, where he might nci- 
ther feclc nor fearc any danger, were the ſtorme never {o vio- 
lent? | 

Whatſoever it was that hath deprived us ( who ſurvive 
him) of ſuch a ſweet aſfeciate cf life,and ſoa fair patterne of 
vertue: ( the reaſon may be ſecret tous, but unjuſt as from thee 
it cannotbe) ſure we arc he is thine, and thou maiſt take thine 
owne to thy ſcife when thou wilt : And if thou wouldeſt ra- 
ther put him into preſent poſſeſſion of Co-heyreſhip, with 
thy Sonne, then reſcrve him on carth to the expeRation of the 
inheritance of his Father (though he were none of thoſe ſons, 
whoarc ficke of the Father ) thy gracious dealing with him, 
and his glory with thee, ſhould make us rather rejoyce for his 
gaine, then mourne for our loſe, at leaſt, meckly to ſubmit 


to thy divine diſpoſall, even unto death, eſpecially when it is 
the conclufion of a godly life, and the introdu&ion of a glori 

ous ſtate, which I doubt notto be the condition of his ; 
' turefrom tho ſociety of men. 


'G By 


*Nonefl quod 
propter ruz as, 
& canes puter - 
dig vix1fe. 
Seneca de vitg 
beats, cap 'n 


IT_— A 


A Moxitor of Mortalty, 
By what manner of death God was plcaſed to tranſlate hin 
to a better life, is net ( for the thing 1t felfe ) much materialk 
, tocnquire, no more then in whar. vefſcll, a man hath bin waf- 
tedover the waves of the Sea, when he is fafcly reccived into 
the Haven, orby what key (whether of gold or iron) he was 
let jntoa place of moſt pleaſant repoſe. Yet fince it may be the - 
defire of divers, to be informed in-it, and all may, and tome I 
aflure my ſclfe will be the better for it, 1 take it to be a part of 
my preſent ſervice to give you thereof and of fome other re« 
markable matters,ſuch an account, as thovghiit be of ficknedſe,, 
death., and diſtcmper of body and mind, .may be tempered 
* into a ſaving reccipt, for the upholding of your fpiritualt 
| health, and confequently for the obtainment of etcroall life, 
| which may be this. 
He was by bis compleQtion ( as I take it ) naturally fan» 
guine , accidentally melancholy.) In this Temperament he 
. wastaken witha diſcaſe, that hath aname of diminution, 7he 
Smail- Pox, which Spidcr-like hath a venome more intenfve ir 
degree, then extenſive in meaſure, and which ( as experience 
_ theobſervation).1s commonly a forc-runner of a great 
__. Beivginconflit with this difeaſe, and nature partly ſuſpen- 
I ded ( by the ſadnefſe and Nownefſe of Melancholy) it was not 
irong and quickenoagh, to the poyſfon to the outward 
| parts, upon Which (in the moſt hopcfull working of the dif- 
eaſc) itdhould have been diſcharged :. The fame ing hu- 
| mour: { for the right of predominance ( in his conſtitution ) 
| was in that which was naturall} which flackned the pacc,and 
| -———_— was tooaGtive of it's ſelfe in troubling the 
Y.. | 
| Hence; and from ſome malicious and fubtle concurrence of 
. Satari ( taking the advantage which the malady of this body 
and brain, then miniſtred unto him) his tongue was wrought 
| to beare falſe witnes againſt Gods favour, and his own welfare, 
fo farre 25 to utter ſome words favouring af diſtrult,if not of de» | 
ſpaireot his awn falvation, 
.| Now: that we not- miſtake thoſe words, as he did his 
State, and thence infer ſome ſuſpition ot his fatety, it concerns 
oe - us 
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xs to take into ferious conſideration theſe particalars, whieh 

. may ſerve not only to right his reputation among the comma- 
nion of Saints, but to ſecure our own fpirituall peace againſt the 
like perturbations. 

It hath been uſually a part of the Devils ſpight, and polliey 
to aſſault thoſe moſt, in their ficknefle, whom he could tealt 
prevaile with, in their health, and to preſſe upon them with 
moſt importunity, whon he thinkes he hath buca lictle time, 
eo do 8 great denle of miſchief. Therforc his matevolence being 
the motive ts his diligence, he hath great wrath, becauſe he 
knowethhe hath bat a foory rome, Rev.r2,r2, 

And there is not only proofe of it in divinity, but reaſon for 
it in Philoſophy from this maxime, Natwail motion 1 more 
Jwiſt and vietent towards the end of it ; now temptation is 2 trart- 
fient motion, and ſince his change from an Angell to a Devill, 
as natural to him as for heavy things rofall downwards, ther 
fore when it draweth nearer the cad, cither his owne end, or 
the partics whom he defices for a prey, he will not creepe like 
aScrpent todeccive, but raſhin like a Lion to deveare, mil 
thence it is, that the wicked many rimes dic quictly, he 
lambes, whercas the godly are pat to — violent con- 
fits with him, both in life and death 2 for it is with the one 
fore, according to the ſaying of our bleffod Saviour, Loeb. rt. 
21, The ſtrong mean armed tgepeth the heaſe, and (6 all n: ax yeare, 
Bur for the other he ſtormeth on-ragioully to diftarbe his 
peace, bocauſe He.is kept out of poſſeſſion, — 
becare he hath little hope to poſkſſe fo gloriors x prize : 
that his ficrocncfie is many times the cite of his foyle, as (in 
the x2. of the Revelation ) when he was dilappointed of his 
prey, of the womnn that be forth .# mas child ( the 
carried by the wings of an Eagle out ofhis reach, Rev.y +14) 
he caſt oat of his monk & flood! of water after ber, yer. 15, A 
when the Earth ſwallowed up the flood, wherby he' meant to 
have ſwallowed up both her and her child, be was wrath with 
the woman, vcr. 16, 17, becauſe he conld mor fatisfic hisrage 
with theirraine, | | 
| brecyunr /- for farther atteſtation of the godly's tronbles; 
doubts FOCI —— 
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his gracious countenance from them, as if he did not meane 
to be mercifull to them) we may produce as witneſſes unto it, 
the examples of two moſt renowned whether for Religi- 
on towards God, or acceptation with God, eb and Da» 
vid. 

Firſt, for Fob, how deplorable and defperate did his conditi- 
on appeare tobe, when he ſaid, The Arrowes of the Almighty 
are within me, the poyſon thereof drinketh up my fþirit, the terrors 
of God ſet themſelves in array againſt me, } ob 6.4, and at the 16, 
Chapter, I was at eaſe ( ſaith he) bur he broke me aſunder, he 
hath alſo taken me by the necks, and ſhaken me in peeces, and ſer me 
up for his marke, bu Archers compaſſe me round abont, he cleaverh 

reines aſwnder, and doth not fare, he powreth out my gall upon 


the ground, he breaketh me with breach upon breach, and runneth uy- 


on me like a Gyant, Cha.16.ver.12,13,14. 
What at<mpeſt of temptation to diſtruſt and deſpaire, doe 
theſe patheticall ſpeeches import, and his deeds evidenced a 
deſperate diſtration as well as his words, when (as ina fit of 
ſpirituall frenzy ) He tooks ha fleſh into ha teeth, Chap. 13> 


14. 
Secondly,for D avi4,how fearfull was his diſtraQion, how full 
of. diſtruſt was he, when he thus complained, My hear: 5s ſore 
peined Within me, fearfulnefſe and trembling are come upon me, and 
horrour hath overwhelmed me, Plal.s5 .4,5e in the 77.0. P/alme 
( whether it were a P/a/me of Aſaph, as the compoler of the 
Ditty, for he was a Scer or Prophet, and an inditer of P/a/mer, 
2 Chron.29.30. or a Pſalme for Aſaph, as a Muſition to ſet it 
into Tunc, or to ling it, as the Title may be varicd ) The 
Palmiſt there ſheweth, that himſclfe had been under ablack- 
cloud, which ecclipſcd the ſight of Gods mercy from bim, 
when he paſſionately put forth ſuch cxpeſtulations as theſe : 
Will the Lord caft off for ever, and Will he be favourable no more ? 
Is bis mercy Cleane gone for ever, and deth his promiſe faile 
for evermore ? hath God forgotten to be gracious, hath hee in 
anger ſout up his tender mercies ? ver(.7,8,9, 

Of latter times, there arc divers inſtances of very religious 
Chriſtians, among whom have been ſome worthy Divines, 
who ( for a time ) have had their Faith fo feartully ſhaken, 
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In two Sermons. 


as if it were ready to be plyckt up by the rootes, as Luther that 

invincible Antagoniſt againſt the great Antichriſt, who (after 

his converſion) lay three dayes in deſperation, as Ms. * Perkins *M 

remembreth in his Booke of Spirituall Deſcrtion, ; nba ny 
Where alſo he makes mention of one M.( hembers, who <8"; 

died in deſpaire, ſaying he was damned, Ter ( faith that ju» © © 

dicious Divine) it « not for any to note him, With the black. 

marks of a Reprobate, for one thing ( faith he,) hee ſpake m ex+- 

tremity, Which muZt mote all men to conceive well of him, which 

Was, O that I had but one drop of Faith; for by this it ſeemes be 

hai a heart to repent and believe, and therefore apenitent 

fieving beart indeed, fo tar he, and which may bean inſtance of 

much more momcat,te ferice our hearts againſt finalldeſpaire, 

and to ſuſpend our cenſures of others ſalvation, when they ſeem 

as loſt, and forfaken by their heavenly Father ; We have it up- 

on Evangelicall record, that our Saviour on the Croſſe cryed, 

O God, my God, why baft thou forſaken me ? Mat.27,46, Such 

words be uttered 4s man, when 4s God ( as agood * Father ob- 

ſerveth) hee promiſed Paradiſe ro the converted Thiefe, Luk» 


23.43. 

Thirdly, Had this young Gentleman dicd, before he had os 
been delivered from his fearfull diſtruſt, I fheuld have 1mpu- ——_ 
ted thoſe paſſionate words ( which he attered) not to- the Huw /+ eg, 


*M. Perkins of 


diſpoſition of his beart,but tothe diſtemper of his 1 nn mo eff, 
. . Andin his head, rather tothe lightneſ(? of his fancy (which nn Jn 


is moſt cafily both moved, and miſled, and which with me- ;,;; ;, >. 
mory and common ſenſe, is familiar and common t& man*- 4i/ regnatn- 
kind with the beafts of the ficld } then to his underſtanding, ram,quis Deus 
wherein. man partaketh with the excellency of the Angells, #. Hilar.Can, 
and ſhould haye made my conjecture of his death, by the an- __ Math, 
tecedents of his life, (in the ſtate of health ) which were On 
fuch as if he had taken S, Paws pratice for his patterne, bene vinerit, 
which was ſo to exerciſe himſelſe as to have alwayes a conſcience audes dicere vow 
void of offence, towards God and man, AR.24.16+ And lacha P*tef# male me- 1 
life ( as f Aug»/tine or ſome other antient Writer nader his Tal ran vim ©! 
Name ſheweth,) can neverend ina wretched death, He that operth ene] 
lived Well cannot dye ill, 7 dare ſay ( faith he againe ) be thas hath- de diſciplia.capy 
lived well canno) dye ill, "i 

G 3 Fourthly, 
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Fotrthly, But that we ſhould make n» more doubt, of his 
happy death then of his holy life, God gave him a glorioes 
vidoty over his violent enemy (as to 4 divers othery of his 
deare children ) for he gave him not only a juſt apprehen- 
fion of thoſe wild words which ( recalled to his remem- 
brance when his paſſion was becalmed ) had eſcaped 
his lipps, bat withall ſach a deteſtation of them, as ro account 
them a rebellion againſt the promiſed mercies of Chriſt, and 
ſuch a reſolution againſt them, that (in moſt emphaticall 
manner ) he profefſed, / Will never rebell againſt thee my Goil 
more, Newer, Never, Never, and being conſcious to him+» 
ſclfrhat this retraQation of his was cordially fincere, he ſaid of 
it, with like affeFionate expreſſions, Was there ever ſach ron- 
trition ? andfo having recovered his comfort, and refolved for 
death, ( with affured hope of evcrlaſting life ) within a lietle 
while after he gave up the ghoſt. 

What now remaineth, but that his fonſe received by God 
his heavenly Father, his body be committed to his carthly Mo» 
ther, and the example of his life laid up, as » Legacy for thoſe 
that ſurvive him, cſpecially for young Gentlemen, and'great 
Heyres { as he was ) that whether they live to polſeie, the 
Inhcritance of their Fathers below or not, they may ( when 
they dye ) inherit the Kingedome prepared from the 
tion of the world: for which Kingdome good Lord we pray 
thee, dailyto prepare us, andin thy good time bring us untoit, | 
for thy deare Sonne Jctas Chriſt his ſake, Aer, 
{imlſne 143 mg 17 
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